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There is a hearing loop available  

 

 

 

 
 

ô 

ôCelebrating and sharing the love of Godõ 
 

EASTER 2                                        Pastor André                                         19th April 2020  

 

   Due to restrictions brought in by the government to fight COVID-19, we are not able  
 to worship together until further notice. 
 

The weekly worship services can be found streamed live on the St Johnõs Facebook 
page, or uploaded to the St Johnõs website.  If you donõt have a computer, but live 
with someone who does, perhaps you could get them to open up the St Johnõs 
website for you, so that you can watch the sermon on the computer.  
 

Please pray that God in his grace and mercy will give continued understanding and 
wisdom and strength to all people, and especially to our community leaders to help 
guide us through this perplexing and challenging time. 
 

 

 PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK    
 

M: Let us pray for faith in our risen Lord.  [Silence for reflection]  
Merciful God, 

C:  your Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life, who gives hope and joy to 
those who doubt.  Give to us who do not see you faith and life and blessing, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.Amen. 

 

 BIBLE READINGS FOR TODAY   
 

&  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 Peter gives witness that God raised Jesus 

&  Psalm 16 

&  1 Peter 1:3-9 New birth through the resurrection of Christ 

&  John 20:19-31 Thomas sees the risen Christ and believes 

 

 PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL   
 

M:    Lord Jesus, thank you for letting Thomas doubt and for showing yourself after your 

resurrection.  Strengthen our faith in you as the living Son of God. 

C: Amen.                                                                   

Welcome to Worship! 
Weôre so glad you have chosen to be with us today. 
Please relax and enjoy the music before the service 
starts. Quiet your heart before God. Ask him to meet 
with you and teach you today. We invite you to fill in the 
welcome form from the pew information holder and 
place it in the offering bag with your offering. Please join 

us for coffee or tea and a friendly chat between services. 
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ñAgnus Day cartoon appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org" 
 

 OFFERING PRAYER  

C: Living God, let the resurrection of your Son transform our lives.  Make us bold in 

serving you and bringing your good news to other people.  Amen. 
 

 PSALM 16 (NLT)  
L: Keep me safe, my God, 
R:     for in you I take refuge. 
L: I say to the LORD, ñYou are my Lord; 
R:     apart from you I have no good thing.ó 
L: I say of the holy people who are in the land, 
R:     òThey are the noble ones in whom is all my delight.ó 
L: Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more. 
R:     I will not pour out libations of blood to such gods 

    or take up their names on my lips. 
L: LORD, you alone are my portion and my cup; 
R:     you make my lot secure. 
L: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
R:     surely I have a delightful inheritance. 
L: I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; 
R:     even at night my heart instructs me. 
L: I keep my eyes always on the LORD. 
R:     With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
L: Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
R:     my body also will rest secure, 
L: because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
R:     nor will you let your faithful one see decay. 
L: You make known to me the path of life; 
R:     you will fill me with joy in your presence, 

    with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 
 

 
 PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION   

http://www.agnusday.org/
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C: Heavenly Father, you gave your Son to die and raised him to give us eternal life. 
Grant that we who have received his body and blood may live in him and serve 
you as your children.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.Amen. 

The Lutheran Church teaches that HOLY COMMUNION is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
given with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink to strengthen us in faith 
and service. This sacrament is for baptised Christians who repent of their sins, believe in Jesus as their only 
Saviour and intend to live as God wants them to. If you have any questions  
please speak to an Elder or Pastor. 

 

WORD SEARCH ð EASTER 2 

 
 

NEXT WEEKõS WORSHIP ð Easter 3, 26TH April 2020   
 

Bible Readings: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4,12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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OFFERINGS  consider how you can continue to give your 

weekly offering now that we are no longer able to worship 

together.  We encourage you to continue to make your 

offerings electronically via regular electronic giving (REG).  

The form can be either emailed to you from the office or 

downloaded from: https://www.lll.org.au/files/1279_direct_debit_request.pdf?v=633 

Our church account details are: 

Bank: LLL; BSB: 704-942; Account: 3580051 
 

DAILY DEVOTIONS  This is a new resource from the LCA & is being emailed to everyone every 
week in the ñWhatôs on at St Johnôsò email.  If you donôt receive it or know of someone who 
would like to receive it, please let the office know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, Australian Lutheran World Service (ALWS) has postponed 

their Melbourne (18 April) and Barossa (2 May) Walk My Way events, which raise vital funds 

for education for refugee children. The good news is you can instead Walk YOUR Way!  
 

Walk on your own, or with one other person, and stick to the COVID-19 rules. Walk wherever 

you are in Australia or New Zealand. Treadmill walking is totally fine, too! Use a walker, 

wheelchair or pram in Wheel My Way. Or bring your furry best friend in Woof My Way! And 

if you can't manage 26 kilometres, then set yourself another personal challenge: climb a local 

hill carrying 26 kilos, walk around the block 26 times, walk backwards for 26 steps 26 times 

in the day ... 
 

Register and sign up supporters in the usual way, or find a friend or family member to 

support. You'll find all you need to know at the ALWS Walk My Way website. 
 

The WA event is planned for later in the year, but if you wish to participate now go to 

the ALWS Walk My Way website to register. 

https://www.lll.org.au/files/1279_direct_debit_request.pdf?v=633
https://lutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail19.com/t/t-l-nuidjil-ntyjdiyhl-t/
https://lutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail19.com/t/t-l-nuidjil-ntyjdiyhl-j/
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 Second Sunday of Easter (A) ð John 20:19-31  

 Discipleship:  An Instrument of Prayer 
Focus Question:  This week how might you be an instrument of prayer? 
word of life   
òPeace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.ó John 20:21 (NRSV) 

Read John 20:19-31  
On the day Jesus rose from the dead, he appears to Mary Magdalene at the empty tomb and 
sends her as an ambassador to tell the others, ñI have seen the Lord.ò  (John 20:11-18 NRSV)  On 
that same evening, Jesus appears to the disciples even though they are behind locked doors.  
Despite, or perhaps because of Maryôs proclamation, the disciples are filled with fear of the Jews.   

1. What do you imagine the disciples did, thought, or felt from Easter dawn when Mary 
talked with Jesus at the tomb until he appeared in the evening to the disciples? 

2. What might the disciples have been afraid of? 
 

The first words to the disciples from the resurrected Jesus are, ñPeace be with you.ò  (John 20:19 
NRSV)  After showing them his hands and side, Jesus repeats those words but adds a mission, 
ñPeace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.ò (John 20:21 NRSV)  Then, Jesus 
gives them the Holy Spirit.  They are not sent out into the world by themselves, but are empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. 

3. What are the disciples sent to do? 
4. How is peace related to being sent? 
5. How is the Holy Spirit related to being sent? 

 

God comes into the lives of disciples in concrete ways.  Most certainly, the presence of the 
crucified and resurrected Jesus with his wounded hands and side is significant, but the disciples 
are also given Godôs peace and Godôs Spirit.   
 

Not all the disciples are present to bear witness to the risen Jesus.  Thomas in particular wants to 
see some proof.  He can not believe the words of the other disciples or Mary.  It takes a week for 
Thomas to get his concrete proof.  Again, Jesus appears in the room although the doors are shut.  
Once more, Jesus extends peace to his followers.  Thomas is allowed to touch Jesusô wounds.  
Jesus pleads with Thomas, ñDo not doubt, but believe.ò  (John 20:27 NRSV) 

6. What might have prevented Thomas from believing? 
7. What about the faith of all those who never get to touch the wounded hands and side of 

Jesus? 
 

Jesus recognizes and responds to the limited faith of Thomas by allowing Thomas to touch him.  At the 
same time he praises those who believe without tangible proof.  Jesus says, ñBlessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.ò  (John 20:29 NRSV)  Jesus blesses the generations who 
come after the first followers, those who will not be able to physically touch Jesus.   

8. What can be said today to those who have doubts about Jesus? 
9. What kind of witness might Thomas have become? 

 

Jesus works with people in different ways depending on their needs.  Through the work of the Holy 

Spirit, God transforms fears and doubts into courage and conviction.  Followers throughout the ages 

are encouraged to believe and trust in Jesus Christ.
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Word among us  

Reinhold Niebuhr was on the faculty of Union Theological Seminary in New York.  In 1943 he was 
living at his summer home near Heath, Massachusetts when he preached at a small church.  He 
included the following prayer: 
 O God, give us   
  Serenity to accept what cannot be changed 
  Courage to change what should be changed and 
  Wisdom to distinguish the one from the other. 
 

Howard Chandler Robbins asked for a copy and Niebuhr gave him the original.  Supposedly, Neibuhr 
said, ñHere, take the prayer.  I have no further use for it.ò  Robbins printed the prayer in a pamphlet.  
Later it was published as part of the Alcoholics Anonymous resource materials.  Over the years, it 
has been simplified as such: 
 God grant me the  
  Serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
  Courage to change the things I can, and 
  Wisdom to know the difference. 
 

Today, the ñSerenity Prayerò is one of our most familiar and popular prayers.  It is simple enough to 
be easily memorized, yet profound enough to give direction in many aspects of our lives. 

1. When did you first hear the prayer? 
2. How might this prayer impact the pray-er? 

 

The prayer begins easily enough with the words ñGod grant me.ò  But when we call upon God it is an 
admission that we are not the Ultimate One.  It is not in our ability to be able to grant all things. As 
humans, we can go through much turmoil and wrestling to come to terms with our limitations.  We try 
to be God or live independently from God.  That is called sin.  It is the story of Adam and Eve in the 
garden trying to live on their terms, disregarding God and Godôs desires. 
 

Despite it all, God chose to send Jesus Christ into our lives to show us another path.  Jesus came, 
was crucified, and defeated death.  Then, he came physically to the disciples to grant them peace 
and also the Holy Spirit.  It is not clear if after the resurrection the scared disciples knew they needed 
such gifts.  Out of great love, Jesus came to his disciples to guide them through that first week.  He 
blessed them with his presence, peace and Holy Spirit.  

3. What does it mean to you to be able to approach God in prayer? 
4. What do you want God to grant to you? 
5. When has God given you the gift of peace? 
6. How is the Holy Spirit at work in your life? 

 

Prayer God, grant me a humble heart which allows me to come into your presence with thanksgiving, 
ready to receive your grace and wisdom.  Amen 
Dig Deeper 1 Peter 1:3-9 
last word Pray each day the Serenity Prayer: 
 God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
 courage to change the things I can, and 
 wisdom to know the difference 

Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 
Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelism/dailydisciples 
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The summary of OFFERINGS received for the year to end March 2020 is as 
follows: 
 
Offerings ς received for month of March 2020: $22,617 
Offerings ς cumulative amount received for year to end March 2020: 
$60,943 

 
Due to the offerings received to date, our expected (2020 budget) annual 
loss as projected of -$46,358 will be reduced by $943.   

 

 
 

 

        


