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There is a hearing loop available  

 

 

 

 
 

ô 

ôCelebrating and sharing the love of Godõ 
 

    PROPER 24A   (Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost))                18th October 2020  

 Counters: Janny & Dean Cleaning: Conny Flowers: Alex N 
 SATURDAY 6pm, Songs: TIS 134, TIS 454 (t.160), TIS 599 (t.219i) 

 Arrival Team: Alan Ushers: Noel Cleaners: Sharon 

Communion Assistants: Stuart Readings: Rich Music: Erwin Audio/Visual: Noel 

SUNDAY 8:30am HC, Band Songs: AT 625, 308, 381 (x2) H/C: 71; 369 

Arrival Team: Margaret Ushers: Rainer Cleaners: Jake  

Communion Assistants: Rebecca Readings: Ronda Music: Sean Audio/Visual: Rob 

SUNDAY 10:20am HC Organ Hymns: TIS 134, TIS 454 (t.160) H/C: LHS 356; TIS 

599 (t.219i) Arrival Team: M Masters Ushers: Ruth Cleaners: Minette  

Communion Assistants: John Readings: Catherine Music: Heather Audio/Visual: Yogi 

 

 PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK    
 

M: Let us pray for good government.  [Silence for reflection] Thank you, sovereign God, 
C:  for providing good order and government, so that we can serve you peacefully. 

Make us responsible citizens, who honour you by working for the common good 
and respecting all lawful authorities. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen 

 

 BIBLE READINGS FOR TODAY   
 

&  Isaiah 45:1ð7, 25-32 The Lord appoints King Cyrus of Persia to do his will 

&  Psalm 96:1-9 (10-13) 

&  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Serving God in faith, hope, and love 

&  Matthew 22:15-22 The question about paying taxes 

 

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL   
 

M: Thank you, Lord Jesus, for bringing us into your kingdom. Make us obedient to earthly 

authorities, and above all to our heavenly Father. C:  Amen.   

Welcome to Worship! 
Weôre so glad you have chosen to be with us today. 
Please relax and enjoy the music before the service 
starts. Quiet your heart before God. Ask him to meet 
with you and teach you today. We invite you to fill in the 
welcome form from the pew information holder and 
place it in the offering bag with your offering. Please join 

us for coffee or tea and a friendly chat between services. 
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ñAgnus Day cartoon appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org" 

 

 OFFERING PRAYER  
 

C: Our loving God, we thank you for protecting us in our daily lives by providing an 

ordered and peaceful existence. Help us to obey and respect the governing 

authorities. But above all, lead us to honour and obey you, our Lord, and to serve 

you with all that you have given us.  Amen. 
 

 PSALM 96 (NLT)  
L:  Sing a new song to the Lord! Let the whole earth sing to the Lord!  

R:  Sing to the Lord; praise his name. Each day proclaim the good news that he 

saves. 

L:  Publish his glorious deeds among the nations. Tell everyone about the amazing things 

he does.  

R:  Great is the Lord! He is most worthy of praise! He is to be feared above all gods. 

L:  The gods of other nations are mere idols, but the Lord made the heavens! 

R:  Honour and majesty surround him; strength and beauty fill his sanctuary. 

L:  O nations of the world, recognize the Lord; recognise that the Lord is glorious and 

strong.  

R:  Give to the Lord the glory he deserves!  Bring your offering and come into his 

courts. 

L:  Worship the Lord in all his holy splendour. Let all the earth tremble before him. 

R:  Tell all the nations, ñThe Lord reigns!ò The world stands firm and cannot be 

shaken. He will judge all peoples fairly. 

L:  Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! Let the sea and everything in it shout his 

praise! 

R:  Let the fields and their crops burst out with joy. 

L:  Let the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord, for he is coming! He is coming to 

judge the earth. 

R:  He will judge the world with justice, and the nations with his truth. 
 

 

http://www.agnusday.org/
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 PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION   
 

C: Almighty and merciful God, through his body and blood your Son has opened for 
us a new and living way into your presence. Give us pure hearts and a sure faith 
to draw near to you as our Father, and to ask you for whatever we need. We ask 
this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The Lutheran Church teaches that HOLY COMMUNION is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
given with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink to strengthen us in faith 
and service. This sacrament is for baptised Christians who repent of their sins,  
believe in Jesus as their only Saviour, and intend to live as God wants them to. 
 If you have any questions please speak to an Elder or Pastor. 

 

WORD SEARCH ð PROPER 24A 
 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FLOWERS have you thought about putting your name down on the flower roster?  Apart from 

Alex Naisbitt no-one has provided flowers since we recommenced worshipping at church in June 

after the Covid-19 lockdown. 
 

BIBLE STUDY with Pastor Peter òSpirit Filledó.   
Northside (1st & 3rd Monday each month) ï tomorrow (19 Oct) - Chapter 9, at the Hageôs, 13 
Howes Cres, Dianella.  
Southside (2nd & 4th Monday each month) ï Next Monday (26 Oct) - Chapter 10, at Anna 
Majerôs, 28 Merrifield Circle, Leeming. 
 

WINGS is on Tuesday 20 October from 6.30pm.  Have you ever wondered what colours suit 
you?  Well now is the chance to find out.  Please BYO cup/mug for tea or coffee.  Please RSVP 
to Monica if you are able to attend. 
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FIRST ALERT EMERGENCY PROCEDURES TRAINING will be held at St Johnôs on Friday 30 

October from 10.45 ð 11.15am with an evacuation exercise following the training.  This training 

can be attended by all interested parties 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY Will be celebrated on 24 & 25 October.  Wear something red to 

celebrate. 
 

REGISTRATION FOR WORSHIP 

¶ MEMORIAL SUNDAY will be on 1 November (All Saints Sunday).   

It will be of utmost importance that members and friends register to attend. Please note that 

under the Stage 4 guidelines for CovidSafe restrictions ï we are still limited to 70 people at 

worship here at St Johnôs. Even if CovidSafe guidelines change, we require people to register for 

these worship services! You can register by signing you name from today on the appropriate 

sheet, or contacting the office during the week.  If your name is not on the list you may not be 

able to attend as you like.   

¶ CONFIRMATION SUNDAY is on 15 November.  The confirmation service will be held 

at the 10.20am service on this day.  Because we have 7 confirmees ï this service will be limited 

to invited family and friends only (a maximum of 10 people per family). This means that other 

congregation members will be asked to attend worship either on Saturday evening 6pm or 

Sunday morning at 8.30am. Please Note that if CovidSafe restriction are not lifted, we will also 

have a limit of 70 people at all services, and so you are encouraged to register your attendance.   
 

PRAYER & FASTING will be on again on Saturday 7 November from 10 -1pm in the Hall.  The 
event will be led by Kay Robinson.  All are welcome to attend. 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET AND NOMINATION MEETING  will be held on Sunday 22 November at 
10am.  Please put this date in your calendars. 
 

PASTORS ANDRÉ & PETER will be attending the WA District Pastorôs Conference from 

Wednesday 28 ï Friday 30 October.  Please keep this gathering & the pastors in your prayers. 
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St Johnõs Care Ministry  
Continued Request for Car Transport  

to Church on Sundays  

CAN YOU HELP?!  
Jodo and Abang Omot and their four children are a refugee  

family from Ethiopia . They were in refugee camps in Kenya 

run by Lutheran World Federation, before migrating to 

Australia. They now live in Westminster ar d would appreciate 

transport to church  (10.20am) each Sunday.  
 

Jodo came to St Johnõs on his own on the first Sunday that 

we had to close our facilities due to COVID -19, back in 

March. He does not yet have his driver's licence  (although he 

is taking lessons) . Because he wants to worship with his 

family (and public transpor t  is difficult and unreliable at 

times) we are working at creating a roster to bring them 

along. Alex and Mi chael Naisbitt , as well as Rebecca & Steve 

Lamont have generously picked them up the past t hree  

Sundayõs (in two vehicles) and brought them to worship, for 

which t he Omot family have been greatly appreciative . 

Families from the òNorthsideó are needed! 
 

¶ Option 1 : A 7 -8 seater vehicle to transport a family of 6  

¶ Option 2 : Two (2) cars to transport the family of 6  

(Either 2 cars from one family or   2 separate families co -

ordinating transport  together )  

 

If you have any queries and are interested please contact 

Rebecca Lamont on 0427 186 687 or 

rebeccalamont100@hotmail.com  

 

The Care Ministry Team would love to hear from you!  
 

 

 

mailto:rebeccalamont100@hotmail.com
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Proper 24(A) ð Matthew 22:15-22  
The Challenge of Discipleship: Citizenship 

Focus Question:  What does it mean for you to be a Christian citizen? 

word of life ñGive therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperorôs, and to 

God the things that are Godôs.ò  Matthew 22:21 (NRSV) 
 

Read Matthew 22:15-22 

It isnôt just Jesus who had disciples.  In this passage, we read about the disciples of the Pharisees, the 

Jewish leaders of the day.  Their disciples were committed to studying the ñcorrectò interpretation of 

the Torah and the Jewish way of life.  It is these disciples who are used by the Pharisees to entrap 

Jesus.  Oddly, they are joined by the Herodians, supporters of the Roman-endorsed Herod and the 

taxes.   

1. Compare and contrast the disciples of the Pharisees and Jesus. 

At first the interrogators appear sincere, flattering Jesus.  Then, they question him about the law and 

the payment of taxes to Rome, the non-Jewish occupier of their land.  Answering ñyesò or ñnoò is bound 

to get Jesus into trouble with someone.  Jesus is aware of the malice in their hearts. 

2. Why are the Pharisees trying to trap Jesus? 

Nevertheless, Jesus offers a classic response: ñGive to rulers the things which are the rulers.  Give to 

God the things that are Godôs.ò  Jesusô answer turns the tables on those who try to trap him.    What is 

not Godôs?  As the Psalmist says, ñThe earth is the Lordôs and everything withinò (Psalm 24:1). Look 

around.  Is this not Godôs world?  Are not humans made in the image of God? Wherever humans go, 

they are Godôs.  This is true no matter the form of government. 

 

God has created people to live within creation, allowing them to choose to form governments, bring 

good order to people, and help to provide basic needs.  Sometimes these governments are ruled by 

emperors, councils, or the people themselves.  Governments can be good or evil.  A government is 

judged from Godôs perspective and can be an expression of goodwill for humanity. 

3. How might a government bring good? 

4. How might a government bring discord? 

 

When Jesus looks at the head depicted on the coin, he acknowledges the government of the day.  His 

advice:  give the Emperor his coin.  Jesus knows Godôs rule and throne far exceed                              any 

human ruler.  Jesus sees the bigger picture, but at the same time, he recognizes the here and now.  It 

is a practical answer.  For Jesus to suggest the people not pay taxes would certainly have provoked a 

riot and rebellion as people tried to usurp the Roman regime. 

 

Thus, Jesus places the question back to the interrogators.  Each is to decide the boundary between 

God and the emperorôs reign.  Jesusô issue is not with the emperor.  Instead, he sees the bigger picture, 

inviting people to follow God.  It is God who deserves absolute allegiance.  

5. What is the main message of this passage? 

6. What vies for your allegiance? 
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Word among us  

Find a coin in your pocket or purse.  Examine it.  Look at both sides of the coin.   

1. Does Lincoln, Jefferson, or Washington own any of the coins?   

2. Do you? 

   

Although the faces on our coins today are different, the question asked of Jesus still rings true. Do 

we, as disciples of Jesus, need to pay taxes? If so, are all taxes justified?  Why not withhold taxes 

and give the same amount to the church?   Is it OK to fudge on tax returns and give the government 

less than the law requires?   

3. Take a moment to reflect on the questions in the above paragraph. 

4. What other questions would you raise? 

 

Jesus doesnôt give an easy answer.  Itôs not a clear ñyesò or ñnoò.  In no way does Jesus say all taxes 

are right. Nor does Jesus say taxes are wrong. Likewise, Jesus does not affirm or condemn 

government. Instead, in a simple formula, Jesus reminds the interrogators, and us as well, to give to 

God what is Godôs ï which is everything.  This places any government as secondary to Godôs rule. 

Our primary allegiance is to God.   

 

Jesus challenges us to view our government with Godôs eye.  As disciples of Jesus, we try to be 

good, honest citizens who uphold laws, respecting the rights of others and working for justice for all.  

If taxes are not fair and balanced for all the citizens, then we, as Christians, work for change.  Itôs not 

an issue of wheeling and dealing for ñmyò money and ñmyò investments.  Itôs all Godôs anyway.   

5. Make a list of the top ten things the government provides for you. 

6. What is a helpful way to view taxes? 

 

The dilemma of the modern-day disciples is to not get caught in the consumer cycle, forgetting Jesus 

in the process. Itôs all Godôs.  Always has been.  Always will be.  We seek to be good stewards of our 

financial resources, generously giving for the work of Godôs reign.  At the same time, we support our 

government as it works for peace and justice for all, but raise questions when it does not. 

7. Make a list of the top ten things God has given to you. 

8. How do you respond to Godôs gifts given to you? 

9. Why is it so difficult to give to God what is Godôs? 

10. What is the greatest challenge in being a Christian citizen?  

 

Prayer Giving God, create in us generous hearts, ones overflowing with gratitude 

to you.  Amen 

Dig Deeper Psalm 24 

 

last word This week, begin each day listing ten things in your life  for which you can give thanks to 

God. 
Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 

Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelism/dailydiscipleship 

http://www.elca.org.dailydiscipleship/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS - DISTRICT & LCA 
 

LLL INTEREST RATE CHANGE Due to the continued low interest rate environment maintained 

by the Reserve Bank, the LLL changed the interest offered on savings accounts on 1 October 

from 1.00% to 0.80%.  As you can see this is still an excellent rate, which is considerably higher 

than that offered by most mainstream banks.  Have you considered transferring your savings to 

the LLL? 
 

LWWA FELLOWSHIP DAY 2020 is being held at Rockingham-Mandurah Lutheran Church on 

Saturday 31 October from 9.30 ð 4.30pm.  Due to Covid restrictions please bring your own 

lunch, as well as cup for tea or coffee.  A selection of pre-packaged biscuits will be provided for 

morning tea.  Registration forms can be found in the latest issue of the Contact (Oct-Nov).  

There are also some hard copies on the noticeboard. 
 

ORDINATION 2020 Celebrate Ordination 2020 via Livestream 

Join us at https://livestream.com/luthworship/ordination on Sunday, 6 December at 2pm 

(ACST).
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - OTHER 
 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN WA are having their World Community Day Service for the 

Perth metropolitan area on Friday 30 October, 10am at Maylands/Mt Lawley Uniting Church, 

165 Railway Pde, Maylands.  The theme is ñMoving Forward in Faith ï Daring to Riskò.  The 

service is open to all women & to men also if they wish to attend.  The service will also be on the 

Australian Church Women website www.acw.org.au for those who canôt attend.  The invitation 

letter is on the noticeboard for you to read. 
 

http://www.acw.org.au/
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THIS WEEK AND BEYOND    

 

NEXT WEEKõS WORSHIP ð Reformation Sunday  25th October 2020   
 

Bible Readings: Jeremiah 31:27ð34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 

SUNDAYS  Prayer fellowship before Worship (8am) in meeting room 

Grace Lutheran Chinese Worship (10.30am) Hall and Lounge 

MON-FRI 11:30 ï 1.30pm Lunchtime AA meet in Tenancy 3 

MONDAYS PASTOR ANDR£ôS Sabbath (Day of rest with God) 

TUESDAYS 7 ï 8PM AA meets in the Hall 

THURSDAYS PASTOR PETERôS Sabbath (Day of rest with God) 

THURSDAYS 10 ï 1pm ART CLASS in the Teaching Rooms 

Sun 18 Oct 12noon GROW Team Training in the conference room 

Sun 18 Oct 2pm German worship service 

Mon 19 Oct 10am  Bible study in the conference room 

Tues 20 Oct 6.30pm WinGS meet at church 

Thurs 22 Oct 10am  Bible study in the conference room 

Sat 24 Oct 4pm Board games in the Hall 

Sun 25 Oct 12.15pm Combined St Johnôs/Grace Church Councils meet 

Tues 27 ð Fri 30 Oct WA District Pastorôs Conference in Mundaring 

Wed 28 Oct 11am Friendship Group in the Church 

Fri 30 Oct 10.45am  Emergency Evacuation training in the conference room 

Fri 30 Oct 5.30pm Confirmation class in the Hall 

Fri 30 Oct 7.30pm Youth meet 

Sat 31 Oct 9.30 - 5.30pm LYWA Leadership Day, Morley 

Sun 1 Nov  Memorial Sunday 

Sun 1 Nov 12 noon Elders meet in the conference room 

DUTY 6pm Sat HC 8:30am   Band HC  10:20am   Organ HC 

Arrival Team 
 

T Knuckey J Garofolo J Thomas 

Ushers S Wilathgamuwa A Garofolo R Masters 

Cleaners N Reid P Wundersitz C Clemence 

Communion 
Assistant 

S Morick R Rohrlach M Altus 

Reader T Yensch H Plange A Naisbitt 

Music H Mithen Young Adults M Crone 

Audio/Visual S Reid M Rohde M Rohde 

Church Cleaning 
(midweek) 

K Groth 

Flowers ? 

Counters R Bodenstaff, J Thomas 
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CONGREGATION MINISTRY CONTACTS   
PO Box 8199, Perth BC WA 6849 Email: stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au PH: 9227 8072 

www.stjohnsperth.org.au  

 CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:   Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9am ï 4pm.  
*EMERGENCY MATTERS PLEASE CALL THE PASTORSõ MOBILES*  

Pastor André Meyer   

Pastor Peter Hage    

SUNDAY AT ST JOHNõS  

SAFE PLACE  

St Johnôs is a SAFE PLACE approved congregation.  If you wish to report a matter of harassment or 

abuse related to the ministry of this congregation then please phone the SAFE PLACE COORDINATOR.  

It is never too late to report abuse or harassment.  

Our church uses the SafePlace Safety Management System as an expression of our concern for the 

safety of all people in our care.   

Our Safe Place Coordinators are: Ruth Brisbane & Sharon Reid  

 

Chair: Armin Bartels Elders: Mark Altus, Steve Lamont,  
Vice-Chair: Michelle Sellner  Sharon Reid, Yos Tamba.  
Secretary: Kathy Wilson 

Treasurer: John Spicer  

Property: Dean Solmundson 

Council Members: Sean Hotinski,  

Negasa Hunduma, Solomon Megharaj,  

Eloise Muller, Noel Reid.  
         

Care Ministry: Rebecca Lamont, 0427 186 687 
Childrenõs Church: Heidi Spicer, Jodie Belke  
Fellowship: ? 
Small Groups: Pastors 
Worship: Sharon Reid  
Youth: Zach Offszanka 

 
 
 
 
FAMILY ROOM is available when children become restless in church - entry is at the rear of the 
church. The sermon & service can be heard from inside the room.    
CHILDREN'S CHURCH: Held during the Sunday 8:30am service (in the school term) in the 
Teaching rooms, from 8:45am. All are welcome.                                                                          
LITTLE LAMBS: For 0-3 year olds. Held in the Lounge during the sermon in the 8.30 service 
(during school term). A parent must stay with their child.                    
MORNING TEA/COFFEE is available between services.                                
ST JOHNõS CAR PARK: Parking is free Sunday mornings until 12:30pm.  At all other times parking 
fees apply. A parking pass must be displayed on the dashboard on weekdays. The pass is available 
from the office. Please note that parking is available across the road at CIT car park on Sundays 
for services, as well as on the side of the road.                                 
  

  

 

mailto:stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au
http://www.stjohnsperth.org.au/

