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There is a hearing loop available  

 

 

 

 
 

ô 

ôCelebrating and sharing the love of Godõ 
 

PROPER 28A  (24th Sunday after Pentecost)                    15th  November 2020  

 Counters: Robyn & Ruth Cleaning: Ronda Flowers: Confirmees 
 SATURDAY 6pm, HC Songs: LHS 367, 373, TIS 643  

 Arrival Team: Trish Ushers: Anita Cleaners: John S 

Communion Assistants: Sharon Readings: Tina Music: Heather Audio/Visual: ? 

SUNDAY 8:30am HC, Band Songs: AT 292, 308, 78 HC: 71, 472, 593; 586.  

Arrival Team: Charlene Ushers: Heiko Cleaners: Margaret Communion Assistants: 

Maria Readings: Peter Music: Sean Audio/Visual: Rob Coffee: ? 

SUNDAY 10:20am HC, Band Songs: AT 292, 525, Broken vessels, AT 586, 381, 75 

HC: 71, TIS 593, AT 77, 405; You are my all in all Arrival Team: Monica Ushers: Rob 

Communion Assistants: Dean Readings: Confirmees Music: Jon Audio/Visual: Yos 

 

 PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK    
 

M: Let us pray to be ready for Christôs return. [Silence for reflection], 

C:  Help us, Lord Jesus Christ, to wait for you, to wish for you, and to watch for you, so 
that when you come again you will find us ready.  For you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 BIBLE READINGS FOR TODAY   
 

&  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 The day of the Lord is near 

&  Psalm 90:1-8(9-11),12 

&  1 Thesselonians 5:1-11 Be ready for the Lordôs coming 

&  Matthew 25:14-30 The parable of the talents  
 

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL   
 

M: Thank you, Lord Jesus, for entrusting each of us with various gifts. 

Help us to be faithful servants.  

C:  Amen.   

Welcome to Worship! 
Weôre so glad you have chosen to be with us today. 
Please relax and enjoy the music before the service 
starts. Quiet your heart before God. Ask him to meet 
with you and teach you today. We invite you to fill in the 
welcome form from the pew information holder and 
place it in the offering bag with your offering. Please join 

us for coffee or tea and a friendly chat between services. 



2 

 

 
ñAgnus Day cartoon appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org" 

 

 OFFERING PRAYER  
 

C: Thank you, Lord, for all the gifts you have entrusted to us.  Help us to remember 

that all we have comes from you and is to be used to serve you.  Make us faithful 

and trustworthy servants, always ready for your return.  Amen. 
 

PSALM 90 (NLT)  
 

L: Lord, through all the generations you have been our home!  

R: Before the mountains were born, before you gave birth to the earth and the world, 

from beginning to end, you are God. 

L: You turn people back to dust, saying, ñReturn to dust, you mortals!ò  

R: For you, a thousand years are as a passing day, as brief as a few night hours.  

L: You sweep people away like dreams that disappear.  They are like grass that springs up 

in the morning.  

R: In the morning it blooms and flourishes, but by evening it is dry and withered.  

L: We wither beneath your anger; we are overwhelmed by your fury. 

R: You spread out our sins before youðour secret sinsðand you see them all.  

L: We live our lives beneath your wrath, ending our years with a groan.  

R: Seventy years are given to us!  Some even live to eighty. But even the best years 

are filled with pain and trouble; soon they disappear, and we fly away.  

L: Who can comprehend the power of your anger?  Your wrath is as awesome as the fear 

you deserve.  

R: Teach us to realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom. 

 

 PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION   
 

C: Lord Jesus Christ, as we have proclaimed your death by eating this bread and 
drinking this cup, help us to wait for you, to wish for you, and to watch for you, 
so that when you come again you will find us ready.  For you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

http://www.agnusday.org/
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The Lutheran Church teaches that HOLY COMMUNION is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
given with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink to strengthen us in faith 
and service. This sacrament is for baptised Christians who repent of their sins,  
believe in Jesus as their only Saviour, and intend to live as God wants them to. 
 If you have any questions please speak to an Elder or Pastor. 

 

WORD SEARCH ð PROPER 28A 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION  today at the 10.20am worship service as 7 young people 
confirm their faith in God the Father, our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  Please 
remember in your prayers Isabella Bradtke, Lachlan Cook, Archie Freeman-Dick, Arianne 
Lienert, Catherine Majer, Denis Simonji & Adele Wilson as they affirm their faith. 
 

BIBLE STUDY with Pastor Peter òSpirit Filledó.   
Northside (1st & 3rd Monday each month) ï tomorrow (16 Nov) - Chapter 11, at the Hageôs, 13 
Howes Cres, Dianella.  
Southside (2nd & 4th Monday each month) ï next week (23 Nov) - Chapter 11, at Anna Majerôs, 
28 Merrifield Circle, Leeming. 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET AND NOMINATION MEETING  will be held on Sunday 22 November at 
9.40am between services.  If you are coming to the second service please come early for the 
meeting. 
 

FILM CREW NEEDED So that we can continue to film the worship service each weekend & 

subsequently live stream it, we need to form a team of people to take on this job.  If you think 

you would like to be involved in this ministry, or know someone who would like to be involved, 

please contact Sharon in the office.  See the Story of the Week on Page 9! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS - DISTRICT & LCA 
 

GIFTS OF GRACE Catelogues are now available for collection.   
 

LUTHERAN HOMES FOUNDATION (WA) INC LHFWA invites 

members of this congregation to attend the AGM of LHFWA which 

will be held on 13 December 2020 at 11.30 am, Bethlehem Morley 

Lutheran Church, 29 Robinson Rd Morley. 

You are also invited to attend the 9.30 am service prior to the 

meeting and to enjoy a coffee and fellowship between the service and the AGM. 
 

ORDINATION 2020 Ordination Service 2020 
This year's Ordination Service will take 

place at 2.00pm on Sunday 6 December at 

Concordia College chapel at Highgate in 

South Australia.  Support our pastoral 

candidates and celebrate with the whole 

church by watching the service as it is 

livestreamed.  Join us on Sunday 6 December at 2.00pm (ACST) 

at https://livestream.com/luthworship/ordination 

 

Order online at : 

wine.wa.lca.org.au 

 

https://livestream.com/luthworship/ordination
file:///C:/Users/Sharon%20Reid/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/59BEXOVI/wine.wa.lca.org.au
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Proper 28A ð Matthew 25:14-30 

The Challenge of Discipleship:  Stewardship 
Focus Question:  What is your typical response when someone gives you a lavish gift? 
word of life 

òHis master said to him, ôWell done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.õó Matthew 25:21 (NRSV) 
 

Read Matthew 25:14-30 
The parable of the talents follows immediately after the parable of the wise and foolish maidens. 
A talent was the largest monetary unit of the ancient world. One talent was equal to 6,000 denarii.  
The amount entrusted to the servants is huge, implying a great deal of trust on behalf of the master.   
The servants in the parable do not know how long the master will be gone, but they are to be 
vigilant and faithful until the master returns.    The servants will be held accountable for how they 
use the resources entrusted to them while the master is gone.   

1. Were the servants actively working on the masterôs behalf, or were they only concerned 
about their own security? How so? 

2. Why would the master trust the servants with so much  money? 
Note the familiar theme of grace in the parable.  All are given the gift of talents; none is left outside 
the gift of grace.  The challenge in this parable (as in all of Matthew) for the disciple is: What will 
we do with the lavish, generous gifts the master has given?   

3. How would you assess the stewardship practices of each of the servants? 
4. Should all of the servants been given the same amount of talents?  Why or why not? 

 
The first two servants ñwent off at onceò to multiply the gift (vs. 16-17).  They trusted in their 
relationship with the master.  They were future-focused, willing to risk for the masterôs increase.  
In contrast, the one-talent servant fearfully focused on the past.  ñI knew you were a harsh mané 
so, I was afraid.ò  He did not trust that his relationship with the master could risk failure.  He did 
not trust his own abilities.  His fear immobilized him and led him to hide the gift until the masterôs 
return. 

5. Why did the master respond differently to each servant? 
6. How would you describe each of the servants using modern images? 

 
Applying this parable to the church, the message is clear.  Do we encourage one another to try to 
avoid disaster; or do we foster an attitude of trust and faithfulness, of willing risk-taking for the 
increase of the kingdom?  There are some who put the gifts into action.  And there are some who, 
out of fear, doubt, or selfishness, choose to keep it all for themselves and fail to see that the gifts 
given are intended to be invested on behalf of others.  To these is spoken the word of judgment: 
If you try to keep the gift for yourself alone, you will lose everything.   

7. Where do you find yourself in the parable? 
8. Would that be the same place as when you were younger?  Explain. 
9. What is the message of this parable for you? 
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Word among us  

There was once a village chief who had three sons ï each with a special talent.  The oldest cared 
for the olive trees, providing the village olive oil for food and trade.  The second son was a 
shepherd, keeping the herds in good health, providing food and clothing for the village.  The third 
son was a dancer, bringing cheer, beauty, and joy to the village. 
One day, the chief had to go on a long journey and left the village in his sonsô care.  For awhile, 
things went well, but then the cold winds began to blow. The olive branches, cracked from the ice, 
failed to bloom.  Soon the villagers had no fuel, and they begged the first son to cut down the 
trees.  He finally relented, for he knew it was foolish to save the trees only to lose the village. 
The ice made it impossible to travel, and soon the villagers had nothing to eat.  They begged the 
second son to kill the sheep so they wouldnôt starve.  At first he refused; but he finally realized it 
was foolish to save the sheep only to have the people perish. 
The villagers had just enough food and fuel to survive, but the hardships broke their spirits.  They 
lost hope and became desperate. One by one they left the village in search of a better home. The 
chief finally returned to find smoke from his own chimney alone.  Troubled, he rushed into the 
house, surprising his sons.  ñWhat has become of the trees?  Where are the sheep?  And what 
has happened to the people?ò   
 
The first two sons with sorrow explained what had happened to the trees and the sheep.  The 
father consoled them, ñYou did your best to save the village. But what has become of the people?ò  
The third son spoke up.  ñIt hardly seemed proper to dance during such suffering.  And besides, I 
wanted to conserve my strength to welcome you.ò  ñThen dance, my son,ò the father said, ñfor my 
village and my heart is empty.ò 
 
But as the third son went to get up, he grimaced and fell.  His legs were so stiff from sitting that 
they were no longer fit for dancing.  The father, filled more with sadness than anger said, ñOur 
village could survive with little food and fuel; but it could not without hope.ò  And they wept.   
(Adapted from a story by William J. Bausch, Storytelling: Imagination and Faith, Mystic, 
Connecticut:  Twenty-Third Publications, 1984) 
 

1. What gifts have you (individually or as a congregation) been given?   
2. How do you try to be a good steward of the God-given gifts you have?  
3. What does it mean to faithfully use these gifts? 
4. How might you encourage people to use their gifts? 

 

Prayer 
Giver of all gifts, help us to be good stewards of your gifts.  
Dig Deeper 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
last word This week, assess your God-given gifts and your stewardship of 
those gifts.  

 

Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 

Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelism/dailydiscipleship 

http://www.elca.org.dailydiscipleship/
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       3 November 2020 

 
 

 

 
 

While the tragedies caused by the COVID-19 pandemic have upended 

many lives, ógetting back to normalô is not something the people of 

Mawson Lakes Community Church (MLCC) are hoping for. 
 

Like many other churches, this LCA/NZ congregation in Adelaideôs 

north has undergone dramatic shifts in its ministries since March. But for 

MLCC it wasnôt just a case of temporarily ópivoting and innovatingô while 

churches were closed ï itôs worked for sustainable change. 

For Pastor Chris Mann that attitude is biblically based. óEvery time 

thereôs a crisis, what God wants people to do is to embrace something new 

ï you find that all through the Bibleô, he says. óSo we want to keep on 

going and see where God would take this.ô 

Before COVID-19, MLCC had an out-of-date website and little social 

media presence. When shutdown occurred, staff were employed to 

improve the churchôs online presence, including through its website 

at www.mlcc.org.au 

Creating an online community using live-streaming ï even after face-

to-face worship returned ï has enabled the congregation to support those 

unable to meet in person. Today MLCC describes itself as óone church, 

two roomsô ï one virtual, online room and one face-to-face room on 

Sundays. 

Pastor Chris says MLCC has learnt through the pandemic to be as 

inclusive as possible. óWeôre serving people with online church who 

always needed to be served, but would only be included through people 

visiting them in their homesô, he says. óNow theyôre part of the worship 

service and they feel included.ô 

While following health guidelines, members with internet access have 

also been encouraged to invite others over to watch the streamed services, 

while MLCC people have also been on a phone cycle to contact those not 
online. 

 

http://www.mlcc.org.au/


10 

 

 ALWS HOPE SPOT #33: THANK GOD FOR SENIORS 

William, I reckon you would have liked my Auntie Melva.  She did the best 

Potato Bake on the planet - and would always cook enough so everyone could 

have seconds.  /ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳƴǘƛŜ aŜƭǾŀΩǎ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  Even 

when she was well into her 80sΣ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǳǎȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ΨǘƘŜ ƻƭŘƛŜǎΩ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ 

personal Christian ministry.  

Right now, as two senior gentlemen loudly and publicly vie for the power of 

ōŜƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ΧΧ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘǿƻ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 

Indonesia who you support to quietly serve their communities, helping protect 

against COVID-19. 

Armaulian is 70, and a Village Health Worker on Mentawai Island. 

Armaulin distributes masks, soap and posters, and goes  

door-to-door teaching people how to protect  

themselves from the ǾƛǊǳǎΦ ό¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΦύ 

ά!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŀƎŜ L ŀƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ōŜƛƴƎ 

able to help communities prevent COVID-19. I am  

not only a Village Health Worker, but am also  

engaged in Church service in my village. When I see the comƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

toward health protocols, I remind people to wear a mask when they go out of 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦέ 

Kartina (below) is 68. 

  Kartina helped create a Village Disaster Preparedness  

Map for her community, and also does COVID-19  

protection work, supported by ALWS and the Australian 

Government. 

 ά9ƭŘŜǊƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ used to be neglected and never engaged. 

We were seen only as passive recipients. The elder women used to be considered 

as a burden and useless in this community.  

Now our contributions are recognised in social activities like this COVID-19 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 

 William, in our age-obsessed world, society too often ignores the value of 

ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΩ wisdom, fails to appreciate their generosity, and underestimates their 

energy.  

Here at ALWS we are blessed to see those qualities in people like Armaulian and 

YŀǊǘƛƴŀ ΧΧ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

money to serve others.  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ L ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎΦ 

ό!ƴŘ !ǳƴǘƛŜ aŜƭǾŀΩǎ tƻǘŀǘƻ .ŀƪŜΦύ   Jonathan  

 

Jonathan 
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THIS WEEK AND BEYOND    

 

NEXT WEEKõS WORSHIP ð Day of  Fulfilment  22nd November 2020   
 

Bible Readings: Ezekial 34:11-16, 20-24; Ps 95:1-7a; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 
 

SUNDAYS  Prayer fellowship before Worship (8am) in meeting room 

Grace Lutheran Chinese Worship (10.30am) Hall and Lounge 

MON-FRI 11:30 ï 1.30pm Lunchtime AA meet in Tenancy 3 

MONDAYS PASTOR ANDR£ôS Sabbath (Day of rest with God) 

TUESDAYS 7 ï 8PM AA meets in the Hall 

THURSDAYS PASTOR PETERôS Sabbath (Day of rest with God) 

THURSDAYS 10 ï 1pm ART CLASS in the Teaching Rooms 

Sun 15 Nov 10.20am Confirmation service 

Sun 15 Nov 2pm  German worship service 

Mon 16 Nov 10am Bible study in the conference room 

Tues 17 Nov 6.30pm WinGS meet  

Thurs 19 Nov 10am Bible Study in the conference room 

Sat 21 Nov 2pm Swedish Worship service 

Sun 22 Nov 8.30am Joel Kakutu baptism 

Sun 22 Nov 2.30pm B.Summerfield-J.Fang wedding blessing 

Wed 25 Nov 11am Friendship Group meet 

Thurs 26 Nov 6pm B.DeBie-E.Torry wedding rehearsal 

Fri 27 Nov 5.30pm Confirmation class  

Fri 27 Nov 7.30pm Youth 

Sat 28 Nov 3.30pm B.DeBie-E.Torry wedding 

Sat 28 Nov 4pm Games afternoon in the hall 

Sun 29 Nov Advent Sunday 

Mon 30 Nov 10am Bible Study in the conference room 

DUTY 6pm Sat HC 8:30am  Band HC  10:20am  Organ HC 

Arrival Team 
 

A Edkins R Rohrlach C Clemence 

Ushers S Wilathgamuwa R Thomas R Brisbane 

Cleaners M Sutanto J Wilson D Solmundson 

Communion 
Assistant 

S Morick R Rohrlach M Altus 

Reader R Handley A Sellner C Clemence 

Music E Mueller S Lord M Crone 

Audio/Visual  M Rohde  

Church Cleaning 
(midweek) 

C Scriba 

Flowers ? 

Counters R Masters, J Thomas 
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CONGREGATION MINISTRY CONTACTS   
PO Box 8199, Perth BC WA 6849 Email: stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au PH: 9227 8072 

www.stjohnsperth.org.au  

 CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:   Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9am ï 4pm.  
*EMERGENCY MATTERS PLEASE CALL THE PASTORSõ MOBILES*  

Pastor André Meyer   

Pastor Peter Hage    

SUNDAY AT ST JOHNõS  

SAFE PLACE  

St Johnôs is a SAFE PLACE approved congregation.  If you wish to report a matter of harassment or 

abuse related to the ministry of this congregation then please phone the SAFE PLACE COORDINATOR.  

It is never too late to report abuse or harassment.  

Our church uses the SafePlace Safety Management System as an expression of our concern for the 

safety of all people in our care.   

Our Safe Place Coordinators are: Ruth Brisbane & Sharon Reid  

 

Chair: Armin Bartels Elders: Mark Altus, Steve Lamont,  
Vice-Chair: Michelle Sellner  Sharon Reid, Yos Tamba.  
Secretary: Kathy Wilson 

Treasurer: John Spicer  

Property: Dean Solmundson 

Council Members: Sean Hotinski,  

Negasa Hunduma, Solomon Megharaj,  

Eloise Muller, Noel Reid.  
         

Care Ministry: Rebecca Lamont 
Childrenõs Church: Heidi Spicer, Jodie Belke  
Fellowship: ? 
Small Groups: Pastors 
Worship: Sharon Reid  
Youth: Zach Offszanka 

 
 
 
 
PARENTING ROOM is available when children become restless in church - entry is at the rear of 
the church. The sermon & service can be heard from inside the room.    
CHILDREN'S CHURCH: Held during the Sunday 8:30am service (in the school term) in the 
Teaching rooms, from 8:45am. All are welcome.                                                                          
LITTLE LAMBS: For 0-3 year olds. Held in the Lounge during the sermon in the 8.30 service 
(during school term). A parent must stay with their child.                    
MORNING TEA/COFFEE is available between services.                                
ST JOHNõS CAR PARK: Parking is free Sunday mornings until 12:30pm.  At all other times parking 
fees apply. A parking pass must be displayed on the dashboard on weekdays. The pass is available 
from the office. Please note that parking is available across the road at CIT car park on Sundays 
for services, as well as on the side of the road.                                 
  

  

 

mailto:stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au
http://www.stjohnsperth.org.au/

