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There is a hearing loop available  

 

 

 

 
 

ô 

ôCelebrating and sharing the love of Godõ 
 

ADVENT 3B 13th December 2020  

 Counters: Mike, Dean Cleaning: Norma Flowers: Larisa 
 SATURDAY 6pm, Hymns: AT20, AT 514, AT 314, AT 25. 

 Arrival Team: Sharon Ushers: Noel Cleaners: Anita 

Communion Assistants: Sharon Readings: Trish Music: Galvin Audio/Visual: ? 

SUNDAY 8:30am HC, Organ Hymns: LHS 731, STJ 84, TIS 316, LHS 626, Born is 

the King HC: TIS 275, TIS 269 (t.403); TIS 643   

Arrival Team: Margaret Ushers: Rainer Cleaners: Rebecca & Steve Communion 

Assistants: Rob Music: Yovela Audio/Visual: Yos 

SUNDAY 10:20am HC Band Songs: AT 20, AT 514, AT 667, AT 314, HC: AT 502, 

AT 25; AT 434 Arrival Team: Mark Ushers: Ruth Cleaners: Michelle & Stuart 

Communion Assistants: John Readings: Catherine Music: Jon Audio/Visual: Mike  

 

 PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK   
 

M: Let us pray that we receive Christ with joy. [Silence for reflection],  
C:  Jesus, our promised Messiah, John the Baptist went ahead of you and 

proclaimed the good news of your coming. Encourage us to receive you with joy  
as our redeemer, and faithfully follow you. For you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

  

 BIBLE READINGS FOR TODAY   
 

&  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 The good news of God's deliverance  
&  Psalm 126 
&  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Ready for the coming of the Lord  
&  John 1:6-8,19-28 He who comes after me stands among you  

 

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL   
 

M: Thank you, Lord Jesus, the Light, for coming into the world and shining on us.  

Help us to believe in you and follow you.  

C:  Amen.   

Welcome to Worship! 
Weôre so glad you have chosen to be with us today. 
Please relax and enjoy the music before the service 
starts. Quiet your heart before God. Ask him to meet 
with you and teach you today. We invite you to fill in the 
welcome form from the pew information holder and 
place it in the offering bag with your offering. Please join 

us for coffee or tea and a friendly chat between services. 
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 ñAgnus Day cartoon appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org" 
 OFFERING PRAYER 
 

C: Lord, lead us gladly to listen to the message you have sent about your Son, and 

to receive him with faith and joy. Help us live our lives in union with Christ, 

praying, giving thanks, doing good, and shunning evil.  Amen.  
 

PSALM 126 (NLT)  
 

L: When the Lord brought back his exiles to Jerusalem, it was like a dream!  

R: We were filled with laughter, and we sang for joy.   

And the other nations said, òWhat amazing things the Lord has done for them. 

L: Yes, the Lord has done amazing things for us! What joy!  

R:  Restore our fortunes, Lord, as streams renew the desert.  

L: Those who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of joy.  

R: They weep as they go to plant their seed, but they sing as they return with the 

harvest. 
 

 PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION   
 

C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have fed us with this promise of 
salvation. We pray that through it you would graciously strengthen us in faith 
toward you and in love toward one another, so that we may be prepared for the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Saviour. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The Lutheran Church teaches that HOLY COMMUNION is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
given with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink to strengthen us in faith 
and service. This sacrament is for baptised Christians who repent of their sins,  
believe in Jesus as their only Saviour, and intend to live as God wants them to. 
 If you have any questions please speak to an Elder or Pastor. 

 

 

http://www.agnusday.org/
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WORD SEARCH ð ADVENT 3B 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THANK YOU to the children & teachers for their wonderful presentation at the 8.30am service 
today. 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES REGISTRATION Christmas Eve 7.30pm is almost full so if you wish 
to attend this service it is imperative that you put your name down on the registration sheet at 
church, or else email the church office.  Christmas Eve 11pm is filling fast though there is still 
room for you to attend this service when the 7.30pm becomes full.  Registration for Christmas 
Day 8.30am & 10.20am services are necessary as well. 
 

 SafeWA ð REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS  from Dec 5 WA government 
requires anyone attending worship to register their contact details, (as we 
have been doing at St Johnôs in accordance with our COVIDSafe plan).  
Now, members who use a smartphone, also have the option of scanning the 
QR Venue Code to register their contact details. But at St Johnôs we still require you to write 
down your name on our resgitration page and then tick the box to say you have scanned, so that 
we can keep a count of how many people are worshipping with us at one time (and not exceed 
our legal limit). Thank your for your on going support to help keep St Johnõs COVIDSafe.  
 

WinGS biscuit packaging evening in the kitchen. Please bring along store bought Christmas 

biscuits (nice ones) to be bagged up to distribute to children at the Christmas Services.  Please 

also bring along your own gloves, face mask, apron and curling ribbon if you have some spare at 

home. Small tongs may be helpful also.  This will ensure that the biscuits are packaged in a 

Covidsafe way.  If we finish the task quickly we may even have time to go out for a Christmas 

drink. Phone Monica for more information 
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 GIFTS OF GRACE BISCUITS  will be sold again this year.  Therefore people are 
asked to bake their favourite recipe & bring the biscuits along to church, where 
they will be packed in accordance with Covidsafe Guidelines.  These will then be 
sold over the 4 weeks of Advent to raise funds for the ALWS Gifts of Grace 
project.  Thank you to all in advance for your help in this annual event. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE So far we have received $29.40 
from 2 deposits!  Our ID is C103625564.  Please quote this when 
depositing your bottles & cans at a collection point.  
 

PEOPLE IN NEED  Thank you so much for all the generous donations to help families in need 
in Souith Africa due to COVID-19.  The Bartels are still collecting good, as the container will only 
be shipped at the end of February 2021, so please keep them coming. Saturday 19 December 
from 09:00 ð 12:00 we will be sorting and boxing donations at 12 Lincoln Lane, Joondalup.  If 
you would like to help out for all, or some of the 3 hours, please join us.  Contact Judy Bartels for 
further information. 
 

LLL CALENDARS  are now available for collection.  They are at the back of the church with the 
usher. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - DISTRICT & LCA 
 

LUTHERAN HOMES FOUNDATION (WA) INC Updated Notice.  LHFWA invites members of 

this congregation to attend the AGM of LHFWA, to be held today at Bethlehem Morley Lutheran 

Church, 29 Robinson Rd Morley. However, as Pastor Matt Bishopôs farewell service and 

luncheon will also be held on this day, the AGM will now commence at 3.00pm.  You are still 

invited to arrive early to enjoy a coffee and fellowship before the AGM. 
 

NEW PASTOR FOR MORLEY WA District is excited to welcome to our team Pastor James 

Luk who, at the request of the Bethlehem congregation, has been assigned by the College of 

Bishops to serve Bethlehem Morley as their pastor.  Pastor James is of Sudanese background 

and has recently graduated from studies to become a general ministry pastor of the LCANZ. 

James previously served as a Specific Ministry Pastor serving a Sudanese Fellowship in 

Melbourne but is now available for call across the church. This is an exciting time for our District 

and for the church as a whole as we welcome our first African born pastor. We look forward to 

welcoming James, Sarah and members of their family to the West in the new year and he will be 

introduced we expect at our Convention in Esperance.  In the meantime please keep Pastor 

James in your prayers. 
 

Also please pray for pastor Matt Bishop, Mel, Eden, Gabi and Naomi as their time in the west 

comes to an end in coming days.  Pastor Mattôs final service will be on Sunday 13th December 

(although he will offer Christmas services at Bethlehem also).  Bishop Mike Fulwood. 
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Third Sunday of Advent (B) ð John 1:6-8, 19-28 

An Attitude of Discipleship:  Expectant 
Focus Question:  What are you expecting this Advent season? 
word of life òHe came to testify to the light.ó  John 1:28 (NRSV) 

 
Read John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Once again we meet John the Baptist, in this instance through the words of the Gospel writer of 
John.  Like the writer of Mark, the writer of John emphasizes John the Baptistôs uniqueness.   
Unlike Markôs description of the Baptizer, the writer of John focuses not on Johnôs unique attire 
and diet, but rather on John the Baptistôs unique role in the Good News story of Jesus.  John is to 
expectantly bear witness to Jesus, the light of the world. 
Clearly, John had a strong following of disciples.   Markôs Gospel indicates that ñpeople from the 
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to himò (Mark 1:5 
NRSV).  He obviously stirred the expectations of the people, so much so that the Jewish leaders 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ñWho are you?ò  (John 1:19 NRSV) 
Even more clear is John the Baptistôs own understanding of his role.  He is not the promised, 
expected Messiah.  He is not Elijah, taken up to heaven in a chariot and expected to return to be 
the forerunner of the Messiah.  Nor is he ñthe prophetò ï one like Moses who was expected to fulfill 
the law, leading, and guiding the people.  No, Johnôs singular role is to testify to the light ï to 
prepare for One who is to come.  His message of expectation and witness echoes the words of 
the prophet Isaiah:  ñMake straight the way of the Lord.ò  (John1:23 NRSV; Isaiah 40: 3)   

1. What are some of the roles you have in your daily life? 
2. What is your role as a disciple of Jesus?   
3. What are some of the expectations associated with those roles?  Are they clear to you? 

 
ñThe lightò is rich with symbolism in Johnôs Gospel.  It is Godôs creative, life-giving Word, active 
and present in a dark world.  (See John 1:1-5)  John the Baptistôs role is to serve as a window to 
that light, pulling back the curtain so the light could be seen.   
Through his call to ñmake straight the way of the Lordò (John 1:23 NRSV), John the Baptist paves 
the road for Jesus.  He challenges people to clean the film and dust of sin away so the light can 
be brightly seen. 
Note that the One John the Baptist anticipates (and about whom he testifies) is already present 
and ñstands among you.ò  (John 1:26 NRSV)  Johnôs role is secondary to the one who comes after 
him.  John is not worthy to ñuntie the thong of his sandalò ï a humble act of a servant or slave. 
John the Baptistôs witness and expectation comes to fulfillment in Jesus.  As the gospel story 
continues, the next day John sees Jesus coming toward him and he declares, ñHere is the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world.ò (John 1:29 NRSV) 
 
For John and for the disciples of every age, testimony bears fruit.  Expectation finds fulfillment.   
All in the person of Jesus, the light of the world. 
4. How does Jesus fulfill your expectations? 
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Word among us  

ñExpectation.ò  Itôs an interesting word.  We speak of a young woman anticipating the birth of a 
child as ñexpecting.ò  We use it to articulate that which we anticipate.  Expectations are not ñpie-
in-the-skyò hopes and dreams with no basis in reality; rather, there is a certain level of confidence 
that the anticipated hope will reach fulfillment. 

1. What do you expect might happen this week? 
2. How confident are you that your expectations will become reality? 

 There is a saying often heard from teachers and counselors:  the measure of what people will 
achieve often reflects the expectations others have of them.  Expect low results, and the person 
will live down to them.  Expect great things, and the person is challenged to stretch and grow. 

3. What do you expect of a disciple of Christ? 
4. What might Godôs expectation be?  

John the Baptist had high expectations.  He anticipated the coming of the Christ.  His lifeôs mission 
ï his lifeôs expectation ï was that of pointing to the promised Messiah.  Time and again, he directed 
attention away from himself and toward Jesus.  Even though others didnôt readily recognize Jesus 
as the fulfillment of their expectations, he tirelessly said, ñLook around.  See the Christ who is 
present, in your midst!ò 
 
As disciples of Christ, our lifeôs expectation ï like John the Baptist ï is also to point to Jesus.  We 
are called to look with confidence into the future and anticipate the fulfillment of Godôs promises.  
We are called to look with confidence into the present and point out how God is here, active and 
moving.  We are called to look with confidence into the past and bear witness to how God has 
been at work, even when we failed to see it at the time.  Past, present, and future ï all full of 
expectation!   

5. How is God here, active, and moving in your life? 
6. How is God here, active, and moving in the life of the church? 

 
All this looking is directed not to ourselves but to the One who is the true light, Jesus Christ.  The 
gospel writer of John offers a wonderful description of the attitude of a disciple:  to be ña witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light.ò  (John 1:7-8 NRSV) 

7. How might you expect God to be present in your life this week? 
8. How might you point to the true life, Jesus Christ, during the week? What might prevent 

you from doing so? 
9. How can you support others as they strive to testify to the light of Christ? 

 

Prayer 
Come, Lord Jesus and be our guest.  Grant us expectant hearts, that we might bear witness to 
your coming in our midst.  Amen   
Dig Deeper 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
last word This week, be aware of your expectations of yourself and others.  
  Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 

Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelism/dailydiscipleship 

http://www.elca.org.dailydiscipleship/
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 The summary of offerings received for the year to end 

November 2020  is as follows:  
 

Offerings ð received for month of November 2020: $22,999  

Offerings ð cumulative amount received for year to end November 

2020: $253,190  
 

Due to the offerings received to date, our expected (2020 

budget) annual loss  as projected of -$46,358 will be decreased 

by 33,190.    
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Christmas Eve - Thursday December 24  

    4pm   Krippenspiel 

    5.30pm  German Service 

    7.30pm  English Service with Holy Communion 

    11pm  Candlelight service with Holy Communion (Organ) 

 

Christmas Day - Friday December 25 
    8.30am    Worship with HC (Organ) 

    10.20am  Worship with HC (Band) 

 

No Service on Saturday December 26 

 

1st Sunday after Christmas - Lessons and Carols - December 27 

    8.30am   Worship with HC (Band) 

    10.20am  Worship with HC (Organ) 

 

New Yearôs Day ï Fri day January 1 - The Naming of Jesus 
    9am   Worship with HC (Organ) 

 

No Service on Saturday January 2 

 

2nd Sunday after Christmas ï January 3 ï The Feast of the Epiphany  

    8.30am  Worship with HC (Organ) 

    10.20am  Worship with HC (Band) 

 
 

COVIDSafe capacity of 100 applies. RSVP required: 

stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au. 

 

Please arrive no later than ten minutes before the start of the service to avoid 

your reservation being given to someone else. 

 

A sign-in register and temperature check is a condition of your visit. 

 

 

mailto:stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au
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THIS WEEK AND BEYOND    

 

NEXT WEEKõS WORSHIP ð Fourth Sunday of Advent 20th December 2020   
 

Bible Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-11,16; Psalm 89:1-4,19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
 

 

SUNDAYS  Prayer fellowship before Worship (8am) in meeting room 

Grace Lutheran Chinese Worship (10.30am) Hall and Lounge 

MON-FRI 11:30 ï 1.30pm Lunchtime AA meet in Tenancy 3 

MONDAYS PASTOR ANDR£ôS Sabbath (Day of rest with God) 

TUESDAYS 7 ï 8PM AA meets in the Hall 

THURSDAYS PASTOR PETERôS Sabbath (Day of rest with God) 

THURSDAYS 10 ï 1pm ART CLASS in the Teaching Rooms 

Sun 13 Dec 8.30am Childrenôs Presentation 

Tues 15 Dec 6.30pm WinGS 

Wed 16 Dec 5pm GROW team meeting in conference room 

Sat 19 Dec 11am German Krippenspiel rehearsal 

Mon 21 Dec 10am German Krippenspiel rehearsal 

Wed 23 Dec 10am German Krippenspiel rehearsal 

Fri 1 Jan 9am Name of Jesus Worship service 

Tues 12 Jan 6pm Church Council meet 

Fri 15 Jan Contact articles & roster availability due 

Sun 17 Jan 2pm German worship service 

Tues 19 Jan 6.30pm WinGS 

Fri 22 ð Mon 25 Jan JAN Camp, Rockingham 

Tues 26 Jan Australia Day public holiday 

Tues 26 Jan 5pm ? DCC meet in the conference room ? 

Wed 27 Jan 11am Friendship Group 

DUTY 6pm Sat HC 8:30am Band HC  10:20am Organ HC 

Arrival Team 
 

S Wilathgamuwa J Wilson J Thomas 

Ushers S Reid D Wilson M Altus 

Cleaners T Knuckey H Plange M Patterson 

Communion 
Assistant 

S Morick R Lamont M Rudolph 

Reader A Edkins R Rohrlach M Rudolph 

Music H Mithen S Lord M Crone 

Audio/Visual ? J Kahlfeld M Rohde 

Church Cleaning 
(midweek) 

R Rohrlach 

Flowers  

Counters J Thomas, R Bodenstaff 
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CONGREGATION MINISTRY CONTACTS   
PO Box 8199, Perth BC WA 6849 Email: stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au PH: 9227 8072 

www.stjohnsperth.org.au  

 CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:   Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9am ï 4pm.  
*EMERGENCY MATTERS PLEASE CALL THE PASTORSõ MOBILES*  

Pastor André Meyer   

Pastor Peter Hage    

SUNDAY AT ST JOHNõS  

SAFE PLACE  

St Johnôs is a SAFE PLACE approved congregation.  If you wish to report a matter of harassment or 

abuse related to the ministry of this congregation then please phone the SAFE PLACE COORDINATOR.  

It is never too late to report abuse or harassment.  

Our church uses the SafePlace Safety Management System as an expression of our concern for the 

safety of all people in our care.   

Our Safe Place Coordinators are: Ruth Brisbane & Sharon Reid  

 

Chair: Armin Bartels Elders: Mark Altus, Steve Lamont,  
Vice-Chair: Michelle Sellner  Sharon Reid, Yos Tamba.  
Secretary: Kathy Wilson 

Treasurer: John Spicer  

Property: Dean Solmundson 

Council Members: Sean Hotinski,  

Negasa Hunduma, Solomon Megharaj,  

Eloise Muller, Noel Reid.  
         

Care Ministry: Rebecca Lamont 
Childrenõs Church: Heidi Spicer, Jodie Belke  
Fellowship: ? 
Small Groups: Pastors 
Worship: Sharon Reid  
Youth: Zach Offszanka 

 
 
 
 
PARENTING ROOM is available when children become restless in church - entry is at the rear of 
the church. The sermon & service can be heard from inside the room.    
CHILDREN'S CHURCH: Held during the Sunday 8:30am service (in the school term) in the 
Teaching rooms, from 8:45am. All are welcome.                                                                          
LITTLE LAMBS: For 0-3 year olds. Held in the Lounge during the sermon in the 8.30 service 
(during school term). A parent must stay with their child.                    
MORNING TEA/COFFEE is available between services.                                
ST JOHNõS CAR PARK: Parking is free Sunday mornings until 12:30pm.  At all other times parking 
fees apply. A parking pass must be displayed on the dashboard on weekdays. The pass is available 
from the office. Please note that parking is available across the road at CIT car park on Sundays 
for services, as well as on the side of the road.                                 
  

  

 

mailto:stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au
http://www.stjohnsperth.org.au/

