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WHO DO YOU THINK I AM?

St John’s Perth, 6.6.21

There’s a TV show I’ve never watched called: WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?
Most people spend a lot of time thinking about who they are, and perhaps
worrying about who others think they are. We are far too focussed on self.
There is a much more important question. Jesus asks: who do you think I am?
Dr Sasse, one of my Seminary lecturers once said: Jesus asks each of us who do
you say I am? The answer we give will determine where we spend eternity!...
C.S. Lewis says: We are faced with a frightening alternative. Jesus was either
who he said he was, or else a lunatic, or something worse.. the devil of hell. You
must make your choice. Either Jesus is the Son of God, or else a madman or
something worse.
We need to make a choice about Jesus today, and every day… Who is Jesus?
We live in sad times. We live in an era where people not only have a wrong
concept of God, but have no concept of God, & reject his existence altogether.
Our Gospel for today puts at least 3 choices before us.
1.HIS FAMILY THINKS HE’S GONE MAD. They said: he is out of his mind, and so
they travelled to Capernaum to take charge of him or arrest him. They were
genuinely concerned about the state of his mental health. He has such a
promising career as a carpenter. He has left the family business, and is
troopsing around the countryside with a somewhat suspect group of chaps and
some women, and everywhere he goes he is confronted by evil spirits who
know who he is, adoring fans who can’t get enough of him and his miracles,
and religious leaders who are out to attack him, and dob him in to the Romans.
Why doesn’t he just say home and work in the family business?
Often families feel the same way about family members who leave the family
farm of businesss, or a well paid job, and head off to follow Jesus on the
mission field, or to become pastors. Why can’t they just be normal, and get a
good paying job, and settle down and raise a nice family? My dad was sad
when I left the farm. Mum and Dad were sad when we were sent to NZ. Dad
thought it was crazy when I was called to Perth. St Mark dies a cruel Martyrs
death in Egypt. Perpetua dies as a Martyr in Nth Africa, with her father
pleading for her to renounce her faith. Sometimes families are the biggest
hindrance to following Jesus. They think Jesus is mad & it’s mad to follow him.

2.HIS RELIGIOUS OPPONENTS THINK HE’S GONE WITH THE DEVIL. One of the
really sad things is that the religious leaders were blind to Jesus, and were
always following him to find fault with him & of course eventually to kill him.
The teachers of the law came down from Jerusalem and said: He is possessed
by Beelzebub! He is possessed by the devil. He is healing and casting out evil
spirits by the power of the devil. This is a stupid accusation. If Satan is casting
out evil spirits his kingdom will be destroyed. This is also a blasphemous
accusation. This is saying that the power to do the good things Jesus does, like
healing the sick, casting out evil spirits, forgiving sins, teaching people about
the Kingdom of God – the power comes from the devil.
What a dreadful accusation! But I have seen this in my time. God is calling……
In the 60s and 70s with the coming of the Charismatic movement, even pastors
sometimes said that speaking in tongues and healing and vibrant worship was
inspired by the devil. How dreadful when God is doing a new thing in our time,
and some people say it is from the devil! Jesus calls this the sin against the HS.
Whoever blasphemes against the HS will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an
eternal sin. This is a wakeup call. When we reject the good things Jesus is
doing in our time, miracles, forgiveness by grace through faith, then we are
rejecting the love of God, the grace of God, the forgiveness of God. Then there
is no forgiveness, no hope of eternal life.
3.HIS FOLLOWERS THINK HE HAS GONE WITH GOD. His disciples and other
followers were sitting around him. In v14 Jesus called his disciples that they
might be with him, listening, learning, talking, eating together, growing in love
for Jesus and one another. They have left their families to follow Jesus and
they are finding they have more in common with Jesus and his family, then
with their former family who do not follow him. Mark 10.28-30… They confess
Jesus as Lord & Saviour & rejoice that he loves them & forgives their sins v28.
4.WHAT DO YOU THINK OF JESUS? Is he the true God? Then follow him!
Do you believe he did miracles then and still today? Then truly the Kingdom of
God is here and surely you wish to be part of it, and rejoice with his family, and
share his forgiveness and do his will. The more time we spend with Jesus, the
better we’ll know him & love him, & want to spread his love. Jesus came to
love you & forgive your sins, all of them, & the sins of all people. Most people
don’t know this. Can you hear God calling? Come with me! Go with me! Amen.

