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‘Celebrating and sharing the love of God’ 
 ADVENT 2C   5th December 2021  

Counters: Noel, Michael Cleaning: Conny  
 SATURDAY 6:00pm HC: AT 20, TIS 284, 270 (tune TIS 194), 264, 442 (tune TIS 223) 

Arrival Team: Sigrid Usher: Stuart Communion Assistants: Stuart Readings: 
Rich Music: Yudita Audio/Visual: Volunteer 
SUNDAY 8:30am Organ HC: AT 20, TIS 284, 270 (tune TIS 194), 264, 442 (tune TIS 

223) Arrival Team: Heiko Usher: David Communion Assistants: Rebecca  
Readings: Ronda  Music: Michael Audio/Visual: Bev 

 SUNDAY 10:20am Band HC: Songs – AT 20, Praise the Lord, AT 519, 315, 502 

Arrival Team: Mark Usher: Greg Communion Assistants: John Readings: 
Maya Music: Jon Audio/Visual: Michael W 

 
 

PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK   

 M: Let us pray that we are ready for Christ's coming. [Silence for reflection],  
Merciful God, 

 C: you sent your messengers to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation. Turn us away from our sins, so that we greet our coming redeemer,  
Jesus Christ, with joy. For he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR TODAY  

 Malachi 3:1-4 The day of judgment is near 
 Luke 1:68-79 (NLT)  
 Philippians 1:3-11 Be ready for the day of Christ 
 Luke 3:1-6 All people will see the salvation of our God 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL   
M:  Thank you, Lord Jesus, for coming to bring God's salvation.  Help us to prepare the way 

for your coming.  
C:  Amen. 

Welcome to Worship! 
We’re so glad you have chosen to be with us today. 
Please relax and enjoy the music before the service 
starts. Quiet your heart before God. Ask him to meet with 
you and teach you today. We invite you to fill in the 
welcome form from the pew information holder and place 
it in the offering bag with your offering. Please join us for 

coffee or tea and a friendly chat between services. 
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 “Agnus Day cartoon appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 

LUKE 1:68-79  Song of Zechariah (from Worship Today – Modern Matins)  
Words: David A. Schubert;  Music: Peter J. Schmidt 

1. Praise the Lord, the God of old. He has come to set us free. 
He has raised a power to save us, From His servant David's house. 

 

2. Long ago He said through prophets He would save us from our foes. 
Show His love, as He had promised. Call to mind His holy vow.  

 

3. He had promised Abraham Rescue from our enemies, 
So that we might freely serve Him,  All our days in holiness. 

 

4. You, O child, are God's own prophet; You will go before the Lord, 
Telling people how God saves, By forgiving them their sins. 

 

5. Through His pity day will dawn; He will shine on those in night, 
Those beneath the cloud of death, Guide us in the way of peace.  

 

6. Praise to God the Father now, Praise to Jesus Christ the Son, 
To the Holy Spirit praise, Now and evermore. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION  

M:  Merciful God,you sent your messengers to preach repentence and prepare the 

way for our salvation. May the body and blood of Christ which we have received 
in this meal give us strength to turn away from our sins, so that we may greet 
our coming redeemer, Jesus Christ, with joy.  For he lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

 C: Amen  
 

The Lutheran Church teaches that HOLY COMMUNION is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
given with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink to strengthen us in faith 
and service. This sacrament is for baptised Christians who repent of their sins, believe in Jesus as their only 
Saviour, and intend to live as God wants them to. 
 If you have any questions please speak to an Elder or Pastor

http://www.agnusday.org/


3 

 

WORD SEARCH – ADVENT 2  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BIBLE STUDY GROUPS   

Monday Bible Study Groups 7pm   
North side 1st & 3rd Monday of the month 

South side 2nd & 4th Monday of the month 

Saturday Men’s Group 8am  

Contact Pastor Peter if you have any questions 

CHRISTMAS ANGEL ART 

For those that have completed their angel art pieces, we welcome you to bring these in so 
that we can display them over Advent.  

WA DCC MEETING UPDATE  

Please see the What’s on at St John’s email for the latest WA District meeting update and a 
thankyou letter from Bishop John Henderson for the gift he received from the WA district.  

LYWA JAN CAMP - OUTCAST 

Registrations are now open for LYWA Jan Camp 2022, held at Bickley Outdoor Rec Camp 
from Sunday 23rd Until Wednesday 26th Jan for young people in school years  7 – 12. Get in 
now for the early bird rate of $120 (register prior to Jan 9th)   
Register, via LYWA's online system. Please use the following link to register:  
https://lywa.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1091355 

CAROLS EVENING  

Please mark down on your calendars our “Carols in the courtyard”, Saturday 18th of 
December at 6:30pm. BYO food, drink, chair, Picnic Rug and a sense of fun.   

https://lywa.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1091355
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CHILDRENS CHURCH COMMUNITY LUNCH  

The Children’s Church Christmas Presentation will be on the 12th December, with one combined 
service at 9:30 am. Following this there will be a community lunch, please bring either a salad or 
sweet to share, and meat and bread will be provided.  

CHRISTMAS ANGEL CRAFT – A CHILDREN’S CHURCH INITITIAVE  

Thankyou for the interest in making an angel, its now the last week to prepare and return your 
angels in time for the children’s Christmas presentation. Crafted angels to be returned to church 
by Friday 10 December 2021. Please see Heidi Spicer and she can provide you with an angel 
craft pack.  

COOKIES FOR GIFTS OF GRACE  

Each year we support gifts of Grace through the sale of cookies during Advent. Now is the time 
to start baking and bring in your cookies (either pre packaged for sale or in a large container to 
be packaged up) and these will be sold on Sunday’s during Advent, with proceeds going towards 
gifts of Grace. For more information, please check with the office.  

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP AT ST JOHNS  
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SHARING HOSPITALITY WITH PARTNER CHURCHES 

 

Eating with others can be a profoundly spiritual act, when it is used as a way to express love 

through a focus on hospitality, community and mission.With this in mind, LCA International 

Mission has published Soul Food, a book of recipes from countries where the LCANZ’s partner 

churches are based. Along with colourful photos, it contains instructions and ingredient lists to 

make 23 dishes from Cambodia, Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia and Myanmar.By 

ordering your copy (or copies), you will be supporting ministry done through hospitality among 

LCA International Mission partner churches, and we hope and pray you will use the recipes in it 

to provide hospitality to those in your community.All proceeds from Soul Food will help our 

overseas partners to share the gospel of Christ’s love and forgiveness as they welcome those 

who don’t yet know him as Lord. 

Why not consider this as a Christmas present for friends and family members?To view some of 

the dishes and information about hospitality included in Soul Food, please click this 

link: https://vimeo.com/617489062You can order Soul Food for a donation of $20 per copy, plus 

postage.For more information or to order Soul Food, please contact Erin Kerber at 

erin.kerber@lca.org.au or phone 08 8267 7317. 

https://lutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail20.com/t/t-l-chttkll-pdukuldw-j/
mailto:erin.kerber@lca.org.au
https://lutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail20.com/t/t-l-chttkll-pdukuldw-y/
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 Second Sunday of Advent (C) – Luke 3:1-6 

 Imperatives of Discipleship – Prepare! 

 Focus Question:  What are you preparing for this Advent season? 

 word of life   

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”  Luke 3:4 (NRSV) 

Read Luke 3:1-6 

Each Advent season, regardless of which of the four gospels is being read and studied, we see 

the person of John the Baptist.  

1. What do you know about John the Baptist?  

2. If you have time, look over the descriptions of John the Baptist found in Matthew 

3:1-12, Mark 1:1-8, and John 1:19-28.  Note similarities and differences in the 

readings. 

John is often known for his radical lifestyle, rugged dress, and stark diet.  But the significance 

of John the Baptist is found in his message.    

The writer of Luke carefully gives the political context into which John (and later Jesus) comes 

into the story.  (We see a similar contextual grounding in Luke’s account of the Christmas 

story in Luke 2:1).  The political and religious leaders are named (Luke 3:1-2) and are 

significant, for they indicate the various forces in place at the time.  (Many of them will be 

heard from again at Jesus’ trial and crucifixion.)  Israel is a vassal state, forced to live under 

Roman occupancy.  The high priesthood is also largely under Roman control.   Anyone 

proclaiming the message of the coming kingdom of God would have to deal with the political 

realities of the day. 

3. How does the context impact the message? 

4. What political or religious forces are present today as we strive to share the 

Good News of the coming of the kingdom of God? 

  

It is in this time of political oppression and foreign rule that “the word of God came to John” 

(vs. 2).  This is a common phrase in the call of a prophet.   (See Jeremiah 1:1-2.)  The prophet 

is confronted with God’s message and compelled to share that message with God’s people.   

5. In what ways does the “word of God come to us” today? 

 

John is a messenger; and like the prophets before him, his message is one of preparation and 

repentance.  His words echo the prophet Isaiah – “prepare the way of the Lord, and make his 

paths straight” (Isaiah 40:3).  This is challenging news – changes are called for.  But it is also 

good news, for “all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” (Luke 3:6 NRSV) 

The Greek word repentance can be literally translated “to turn one’s mind around.”  It has less 

to do with confession and more to do with change in life and perspective.  John Westerhoff, 

in his book A Pilgrim People (p. 46) writes: 

 

To repent is to change our perception, to recognize that the reign of God is at hand, that life 

in the world to come has already begun.  To repent is not to lament our sins or be sorry for 

the evil we’ve done; it is to have faith, to perceive life and our lives in a new way.   

 

Something great is about to happen.  Someone great is coming.  Repent!  Prepare!  Get ready! 
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word among us   

The overarching theme for the Daily Discipleship material this season is The Imperatives of 

Discipleship.  When we think of imperatives, we often think of obligatory commands that 

we have to do.  As children at the dinner table, we were told the imperative, “Eat your 

vegetables.”  As we go through airport security, we are commanded, “Take off your shoes.”   

 

We often chafe at such demands and view them as limiting our freedoms and forcing us to 

do things we don’t want to do.  The imperatives feel like laws we have to follow, whether 

we want to or not. 

 

Examples abound.  A coach tells the football team in the scorching heat of the summer, “Get 

ready now, and you’ll know the thrill of victory in the future.”  A vocal coach works with 

the singer in order to experience the joy of the performance.  A family cleans and decorates 

the house in order to enjoy the sights and sounds of the season. 

1. What are other examples of imperatives in our daily lives? 

 

The imperatives of discipleship are a bit different.  They expand rather than limit our 

freedoms.  They lead us to life in the fullest, rather than restrict our lives.  They point us to 

a future filled with hope and promise.  

2. How does the theme “The Imperatives of Discipleship” feel to you? 

3. Does Jesus give us imperatives?  Explain your answer. 

 

The message of John the Baptist is filled with imperatives:  “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.”   John calls for preparation and repentance, not to limit the 

possibilities of those who hear and follow, but to expand them to know and see more fully 

the wonderful future that is coming.   

 

As disciples of Christ, we hear the imperatives of discipleship.  We hear John’s message:  

“Prepare the way of the Lord.”  We ask God to clean our lives and our spiritual houses, 

getting rid of old grudges and patterns of living that clutter our existence and limit our vision.   

We pray for a clean and a right spirit within us, so that we might experience anew and ever 

more fully Christ’s coming.   

 

And we respond to the imperative from John – “prepare the way of the Lord” – with our 

imperative of prayer:  “Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus!” 

4. How will you prepare for the way of the Lord? 

5. What other changes in your life are in order? 

Prayer  
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come.  Cleanse our hearts that we might prepare for your 

coming among us.  Amen 

Dig Deeper 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Isaiah 40: 1-5 

last word This week, note ways you prepare for Christmas and for Christ’s coming. 
 

Daily Discipleship Written by John and Robin McCullough-Bade 

Copyright © 2008 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided above copyright notice is included. 
www.elca.org/evangelism/dailydiscipleship 

http://www.elca.org.dailydiscipleship/
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 NEXT WEEK AT ST JOHN’S (and beyond)        

 
 

NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP – Advent 3           11/12 Dec  2021 
 

Bible Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6, Phillipians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18 

SUNDAYS  Prayer fellowship before Worship (8am) meeting room 
Grace Lutheran Chinese Worship (10.30am) Hall and 
Lounge 

MON-FRI 11:30-1.30pm Lunchtime AA meet in Lounge  

MONDAYS PASTOR ANDRÉ’S Sabbath (Day of rest with God) 

THURSDAYS PASTOR PETER’S Sabbath (Day of rest with God) 

THURSDAYS 10 – 1pm ART CLASS in the Teaching Rooms 

Sun 5th Dec  Elders meet  

Wed 8th Dec 11:00am  Friendship Group – Church  

Fri 10th Dec 7:30pm  Youth – Beach Outing  

Sun 12th Dec  9:30am  Combined service – Children’s Church Christmas Presentation  

Sun 12th Dec  Community Lunch – following Children’s Church Presentation  

Tues 14th Dec 6:00pm Church Council – Conference Room 

Sat 18th Dec 6:30pm Carols In the courtyard  

Fri 24th Dec 4:00pm  Krippenspiel  

Fri 24th Dec 5:30pm  German worship Service - Organ 

Fri 24th Dec 7:30pm  Christmas Eve worship – Organ  

Fri 24th Dec 11:00pm  Christmas Eve worship by Candlelight  

Sat 25th Dec 8:30am  Christmas Day worship – Organ  

Sat 25th Dec 10:20am  Christmas Day worship – Band  

Sun 26th Dec 9:30am  Lessons and Carols 

DUTY Saturday 6pm 9.30am         Combined Service      

Arrival Team J Morick J Garofolo, R Masters 

Usher S Wilathgamuwa A Garofolo, R Brisbane 

Cleaners T Yensch H Plange, C Clemence 

Communion Assistant S Morick R Lamont, M Altus 

Reader S Reid M Graebner 

Music G Chong Band 

Audio/Visual  R Rohrlach 

Mid-week Cleaning L Hage  

Counters R Masters, R Rohrlach 
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CONGREGATION MINISTRY CONTACTS   
PO Box 8199, Perth BC WA 6849 Email: stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au PH: 9227 8072 
www.stjohnsperth.org.au  

 CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:   Monday – Friday 9am – 2pm.  
*EMERGENCY MATTERS PLEASE CALL THE PASTORS’ MOBILES*  

Pastor André Meyer   
Pastor Peter Hage    

SUNDAY AT ST JOHN’S  

St John’s is a SAFE PLACE approved congregation. It is never too late to report abuse or harassment. 
If you wish to report a matter of harassment or abuse related to the ministry of this congregation you can 
phone the LCA report line direct on 1800 644 628. Or if you wish to report a matter of concern pertaining 
to a ministry or activity at St Johns please speak to a Pastor or an Elder.  
Our church uses the SafePlace Safety Management System as an expression of our concern for the 
safety of all people in our care.   
Our Congregation Safe Place Coordinator is: Ruth Brisbane   

 

Chair: Armin Bartels   
Vice-Chair: Graeme Lienert    
Secretary: Kathy Wilson 
Treasurer: John Spicer  
Property: Dean Solmundson 
Council Members: Sean Hotinski,  
Negasa Hunduma, Rachel Pocock.  
       

Care Ministry: Rebecca Lamont, 0427 186 687 

Children’s Church: Heidi Spicer, Jodie Belke  
Fellowship: VACANT 
Small Groups: Pastors 
Worship:VACANT 
Youth: Zach Offszanka 
GROW Ministry Team Leader: Steve Lamont 
 

 

 

 

 
PARENTING ROOM is available when children become restless in church - entry is at the rear of the 
church. The sermon & service can be heard from inside the room.    
CHILDREN'S CHURCH: Held during the Sunday 8:30am service (in the school term) in the Teaching 
rooms, from 8:45am. All are welcome.                                                                          
LITTLE LAMBS: For 0-4 year olds. Held in the Lounge during the sermon in the 8.30 service (during 
school term). A parent must stay with their child.                    
MORNING TEA/COFFEE is available between services.                                
ST JOHN’S CAR PARK: Parking is free Sunday mornings until 12:30pm.  At all other times parking 
fees apply. A parking pass must be displayed on the dashboard on weekdays. The pass is available 
from the office. Please note that parking is available across the road at CIT car park on Sundays for 
services, as well as on the side of the road.                                 
  

  

 

SAFE PLACE 

Elders: 
Mark Altus:    
Steve Lamont:   
Sharon Reid:  
Yos Tamba:  
Rob Bodenstaff  
Janny Thomas  
Hermann Scriba   

 

mailto:stjohns@stjohnsperth.org.au
http://www.stjohnsperth.org.au/

