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Hope, joy and peace
When Saint Paul wrote 
his letter to the Romans, 
he concluded with this 
beautiful prayer and 
blessing. It’s the heart of 
the Christian message, that 
our new life in Christ would 
be filled with hope, peace 
and joy in the midst of life’s 
challenges and changes. 

We often hear these words spoken at Christmas as 
we share greetings with one another. They are also 
the words that resonate through the Advent season 
as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ at 
Christmas. 
Sometimes you will hear reference to the four 
candles that are lit across the four Sundays before 
Christmas as candles of hope, peace, joy and love. 
And these four words are encapsulated in God’s 
precious gift to us of our Saviour being born as a 
baby in Bethlehem. Nothing speaks more of hope, 
joy, peace, and love than the birth of a new life. 

Hope is a focus on the future, that things will be bright and prosperous; for a new baby, for the New Year, 
for a new start. And faith in Jesus gives us a sure hope.

Peace
is not just about having a quiet moment in a busy schedule. It’s actually about healthy and repaired 
relationships that can often drain our energies and fill us with anxiety, particularly if they are bad 
relationship. Being at peace means being without worry. Knowing the healing and forgiveness that 
Jesus bring to relationships give us true peace.

Joy
that lasts, is a state of mind and not a state of presence. People often confuse happiness with 
joy. Happiness is more about the emotion and response to an occurrence. Joy is the choice to be 
content with what you have regardless of current circumstances. In Jesus out joy is eternal; nothing 
can take away the joy that Jesus gives. 

Love
that is not a surface feeling but is deep and lasting is the love that God gives. It’s knowing that God 
has chosen you, despite your flaws and mistakes and indiscretions, that he will never let you go, and 
that he will keep wrapping you with his forgiveness. Because God is love.

Hope, peace, joy and love are what we receive 
when will allow Christ to guide and shape us in 
our life and in our choices. 
Jesus says in John’s gospel, ‘Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid.’ (John 14:27) 
He also says, ‘As the Father has love me, so have I 
love you. Abide in my love… These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be full.’ (John 15:9,11) 
It’s in Jesus that we have a sure hope, for a 
brighter and blessed future. A future filled with 
peace and joy and love. May the hope, peace, joy and love that we 
know in God, be with you this Christmas season and into the New Year. 

Pastor Peter
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May the God of 
hope fill you with 

all joy and peace in 
believing, so that 

by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope. 

Romans 15:13
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On Sunday 12 November we celebrated as five young people affirmed their baptism through the Rite of 
Confirmation. This milestone was reached after completion of a study program guided by Pastor Andre Meyer, 
Pastor Peter Hage and Maria Rudolph. Perhaps take a moment now to reaffirm your own faith as you read extracts 
from the young people’s faith statements and their chosen memory verses. God is good indeed!

Charlotte Bradtke “…God loves everyone and always does what is best for us. I believe in the miracles of Jesus 
and his teachings… His word is good”. Philippians 4:13 - I can do all things through God who strengthens me.

Jettaine Edmonds “I believe that Jesus loves us and gives us eternal life… He has never stopped loving us since 
the day we were born.” John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Samantha Majer “I believe in the Trinity – God three-in-one…On earth Jesus taught us to love and forgive 
others…”. Luke 1:78-79 - God’s love and kindness will shine upon us like the sun that rises in the sky. On us who live 
in the dark shadow of death this light will shine to guide us into the life of peace.

Georgia Satie “…I want to believe and trust in Jesus because he sacrificed his life for us and he is an awesome 
God”. Joshua 1:9 - This is my command – be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.

Nisile Siwale “… I believe in God the Father and Creator, Jesus the Saviour and the Holy Spirit. God created the 
heaven and the earth. He will always love us and be with us no matter what…”. 1Corinthians 13:13 - And now these 
three remain, faith, hope and love, but greatest of these is love.

May all who seek the Lord be filled with joy and gladness!

Glory to God in the highest heaven  
and on earth peace to those on  

whom his favour rests. 
Luke 2:14
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Children’s Church gets creative
This year’s Children’s Church Christmas presentation is titled ‘The Real Christmas’.  Come and hear what a 
Historian, Linguist and Politician share about the Christmas story.  It will be performed on the 17th December at 
the 8.30am service.  Little Lambs will also share some of their Christmas crafts and songs!

After this presentation Children’s Church will break for the school holidays, returning Sunday 4 February 2024.

Top row from left: 
first rehearsal 
for the Children’s 
Church Christmas 
presentation; 
Celebrating the great 
banquet 

Bottom row: making 
gingerbread houses
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Congratulations, Yogi!
Our friend and member Yurgen (Yogi) Kahlfeld was recently recognised 
by Parks and Wildlife (WA Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions) for his service hosting at the isolated Karara Homestead, 
located approximately 320 km from Perth. 

Battling heat and limited creature comforts (including running water!)  
his efforts transformed the previously run down building to a functioning 
station homestead. 

Yogi was also the first to report the largest fire in the Karara Rangeland 
Park, providing significant assistance to the fire crews as they battled the 
blaze.

Congratulations, Yogi, on this well-deserved recognition and thank you  
for your dedication and service to our state’s beautiful natural heritage.

Youth sleepover (sleep optional)
In late November, St John’s youth gathered as usual for a more unusual event: Barbie Mafia Sleepover. 

Combining elements of these two very discrete themes, the youth dressed each other up, performed some 
plastastic dance routines, and shot each other with Nerf guns. It’s fair to say not a lot of ‘sleep’ occured!

You who are young, be happy while you are young, and let your heart  
give you joy in the days of your youth.

Ecclesiastes 11:9
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When two 
or three are 

gathered 
together in 

my name, I am 
there in the 

midst of them.

Matthew 18:20

Giving time to give the church a spruce up!
We give thanks for our dedicated volunteers who gave up a Saturday in  
November to clean and maintain our property, including:

• Levelling paving in the front courtyard

• Resetting the balcony aircon thermostat

• Washing all gathering space glass doors, 

• Washing glass link to the church, inside and out!

• New cupboard door handles in the teaching rooms and lounge

• New shelves beside the notice board

• Cleaning the meeting room

Don’t worry if you weren’t able to make it, busy bees are a regular event twice 
yearly before Easter and Christmas. If you’d like to help out, contact the Property Committee through Dean 
Solmundson (ruthanddean@outlook.com.au).

Our merry band of fix-it volunteers, clockwise from top right: Terry ‘Tech’ Sellner on air conditioning, Jon ‘Handles’ 
Offszanka upgrading doors, Dean ‘The Leveller’ Solmundson installing shelves, Noel ‘Buzzsaw’ Reid making shelves and 
Peter ‘Windows’  Wundersitz polishing doors and windows.

All welcome at Friendship Group lunch
From 11.00 am every second and fourth Wednesday of the month a small group of older 
women come together for a delicious lunch with bible study, fellowship, singing and prayer. 

A marvellous sit-down lunch is served by members of WEGS. There may be worship or bible 
study with Pastor Peter or special guest Rich Handley, who is a regular at St John’s Saturday 
evening services while he spends Sundays with the Balga Aboriginal Evangelical Church. Rich 
- who is originally from the USA while wife Rio is from the Philippines - has shared about his 
missionary journeys in places such as Nepal and the NT. He is wonderful teacher and musician.

A collection is taken to contribute to the projects of Lutheran Women WA or Lutheran Women 
Australia and if anyone has a birthday it is a special celebration with singing and cake. 
Newcomers are very welcome - there are plenty of seats at these banquets!

- Jennie Edwards
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St John’s Church Council update
Good new$!
At the Congregational Meeting on Sunday 19 November 
our Treasurer Luke Underwood presented the draft budget 
for 2024. The good news: after many years we are finally 
operating with a balanced budget! 

Vice Chair Emily Hunt expertly filled in for Chair Graeme 
Lienert, expressing sincere thanks to all our members, as we 
have faced some challenges in recent years, including the 
difficult decision to move to a single pastor. We have been 
making the necessary adjustments, especially now that 
Pastor Peter Hage is also in the role of WA District Bishop. 
Pastoral Associate Maria Rudolph has been an important part 
of the team.

Proposals Council brought to the congregation for 2024 
include:
• Increases in allocations for ministry areas
• Creation of a part-time pastoral care coordinator role
• Resurfacing the front courtyard to improve drainage and 

provide a durable level surface
• Work to improve security and safety by replacement and relocation of the storage cage in the car park
• Potential restoration of church pews and flooring (subject to a heritage grant)

Vacancies: can you help?
Nominations for 2024 Council and Synod were also presented at the Congregational Meeting in November - St 
Johns is seeking a Synod delegate and an alternate. Synod duties include:
• A three-year commitment (2024-2027)
• Undertaking training
• Communicating with our members before and after Synod meetings
• Attending General Synod, preferably in person in Adelaide in October 2024 (costs can be reimbursed)
• Voting on Synod business, including the ‘one church with two different practices of ordination’ proposal.

Please note that while one nomination has been received since the meeting we do require at least one more 
nominee.

The following Church Council nominations have been received:
• Chair - Ruth Brisbane
• Vice Chair – Michelle Sellner
• Treasurer – Luke Underwood
• Secretary – Judith Bartels 
• Council Members – Kathy Wilson, Justin du Toit (note: a vacancy exists for another member).

Vacancies still exist for another Church Council member as well as Coordinators for our Fellowship and Care 
ministries. We welcome the establishment of new ministries in 2024, including the ‘Mum Community’ group for 
mothers and young ones under Meighan Mills.

Council and Synod positions will be voted on at the Annual General Meeting in March next year but please forward 
your nominations as early as possible.

 - Ruth Brisbane, St John’s Church Council Secretary (ruth.brisbane@lca.org.au)
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Sunday 24 December
8.30 am Advent Prayer service
4.00 pm German Family Service/Krippenspiel
5.30 pm Traditional German worship (Holy 
Communion)
7.00 pm English worship (Christmas Story)
11.00 pm Candlelight worship

Monday 25 December
8.30 and 10.20 am English worship (Holy 
Communion)

Sunday 31 December 
8.30 and 10.20 am Carols and Lessons (no Holy 
Communion)

Christmas worship at St Johns



St John’s Contact Page 8

Farewell, friends...
Shirley Alice Kotzky-Kahlfeld

Shirley was born 2 November 1936 at Perenjori, the first child of Ben and Lydia 
Sellner. She was followed by sisters Daphne and Audrey and brother Terry. 

Ben and Lydia were both from SA and in 1953 the family had an extended holiday 
in Eudunda, SA, for a year. Shirley had left school and worked in the local shop for 
much of this time. On return to WA, she worked in the Morawa hospital.

In 1957, Shirley and Daphne went to Geraldton. It was in Geraldton that Shirley 
met future husband Gerhard Kotzky, an immigrant from Hamburg, marrying 
him on her twenty-first birthday. Gerhard was a cabinet maker and worked as a 
carpenter on the construction of the new wharf at Geraldton. After their marriage 
they moved to Perth and Gerhard built a house in Swanview, which they later sold 
and moved to Geraldton. They had four daughters, Heidi, Cheryl, Lisa and Alison. 

Having divorced from Gerhard, Shirley moved to Perth and attended St Johns 
Church, where she met Jurgen Kahlfeld and they married in 2003. They had 
numerous holidays around WA in their caravan with friends.

In 2019 Shirley had a major stroke but recovered sufficiently to go home. In early 2022 she was diagnosed with 
melanoma, requiring surgery, but was not well enough to be at home and was in care. She gradually lost strength 
and weakened rapidly in July ahead of her passing on 2 August.

Shirley is survived by her husband, four children, 22 grandchildren and 22 great grandchildren. 

Stuart George Heinrich

Stuart was born 1 April 1931, the first child of Bill and Vera Heinrich. He grew up at 
Urania, South Australia, and farmed there with his family for a number of years. 

With an opportunity to buy more land for three sons who wanted to farm, the sold 
up and left SA in 1951, moving to Wongyarra, east of Carnamah, to start a new life 
in WA.

Stuart was carting grain to Fremantle in the truck and trailer, however a flat 
tyre meant he had to stay overnight at the Como Hotel. Coincidentally, the love 
of his life, Bubs, was also staying there with her mum on a visit from SA. They 
noticed Stuart’s truck and trailer with ‘WA Heinrich Urania’ painted on the door, 
recognising the name as their family farm was not far from Urania.

Bubs and Flori noticed the shy young fellow in the restaurant, introduced 
themselves and struck up a conversation.  that led to their marriage in 1962. They 
lived on the farm at Carnamah and had two children, Lavinia and Andrew.

The family moved to Moora in 1968, calling Clover Valley home for many years.  Wet seasons, financial difficulties 
and a farm accident for Stuart were some of theie early challenges. He was always community-minded and his 
legacy in Moora and surrounding districts will live on for many years. 

He continued his voluntary work after retiring to Perth - including at St Johns where he was a Council member. He 
volunteered at Araluen Botanic Park for many years driving the visitors train round the park. Right up to the very 
end, he was looking after others around him in the nursing home, trying to make improvements for those who 
could not speak for themselves.

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke  
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will  

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.
Matthew 11:28-30

Continued on page 8
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Plenty of Christmas fare (and fun)!
The St John’s Christmas Market on 10 December was a fun-filled fest of stalls, food and song. Huge thanks to all 
who crafted, created, baked, potted, sewed, sang, served or otherwise contributed (including everyone who set up 
and packed away!), but particularly Maria Rudolph for her inspiration and leadership in bringing it all together.

Farewell, friends...
Colin Walter Hotker

Colin was born in Minyip Victoria on 12 July 1942, the fifth child of Frederich and 
Edna. He had wanted to be an architect but didn’t want to continue schooling, so 
left school at 15 to work on the family farm. At 17, many others working the farm 
coupled with asthma and hay fever saw him leave at 17, moving to Horsham and 
working in men’s and women’s fashion at a large department store.

He was very involved in the church for the nine years he lived there, singing in 
the choir, parish secretary for a while and president of Luther League. He had a 
love of music and was in many amateur productions, plays and musicals.

In 1970 Colin moved to Perth, initially working at a menswear store before 
moving to a wholesale firm. In 1971, he met a very attractive, bright American 
lady by the name of Leanora LaSell at St John’s and married within a few months. 

Blessed with three children - Paul, Kurt and Julia - Colin and Leanora started 
Hotker Agencies in 1976, working hard for their success. His work saw him 
travel extensively, giving him opportunity to purchase the many and varied 
collectables and treasures that he organised and displayed. 

On retirement in 2006 Colin was determined to enjoy himself, frequently travelling to Bali and making friends with 
the locals. He enjoyed the company of many people and will be remembered for his love of gardening, listening to 
music and singing and also his collections.

A devout Lutheran, Colin was a member at St Johns since 1970, passing away on 6 August 2023. He will be missed 
greatly by many, but we are glad to know he has reached his heavenly home.
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